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BOOKSELLERS 


SEVENTY FIFTH ?) ANNIVERSARY 


Specializing in Literature For and About Roman Catholics 
endeavoring to win them to Christ 


— Latest Title Release — 
“THE POPE SPEAKS" 


by Harry Borleis 
7th Annual... C.B.A. .. . Convention 


Hotel Sherman 


SAFETY 
CERTAINTY 
ENJOYMENT 


THIS CAN BE YOURS! 
Write Now for Your 
FREEDOM ANNUITY FOLDER 


You will discover how extra funds 
can be safely invested for a steady 
income and have assurance that any 
balance will go into the Lord's work. 


Sums of $300.00 and up can be safely 
invested in... 


CHRIST’S MISSION ANNUITIES 


1. If God has intrusted you with some resources 
you will want to see them at work for Him 
now. 

2. This same fund will continue to work for 
Him when you are gone to be with the Lord 
Jesus. 

3. You can have an adequate and independent 
stable income now, safer, trouble free from 
fluctuation and irregularity in rate of return, 
obtain tax benefits and receive a generous 
return on your investment. 

You can provide for your family through 
it also. 


Write for your descriptive booklet, 
including your name and address. 


Dept. AF 


CHRIST'S MISSION 


27 E. 22nd St., New York 10, N. Y. 
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JULY 30-AUG. 2 


Chicago, Illinois 


Have you, too, 
olten Him 


Your Will Is Important to 
Your Family and The Lord 


WILL YOU REMEMBER 
CHRIST'S MISSION IN YOUR WILL? 


Use the following form of bequest: 


“I give, devise and bequeath to 
Christ’s Mission, a religious corpor- 
ation organized under the laws of the 
State of New York with offices in 
the City of New York, the sum of 


the following property, tO Wits ..ccccccccoom 


Menacing 


Shadows... 


a sharp, eye-opening dramatiza- 

tion of the biggest threat to 

American political, social and 
religious liberties. 


a motion picture 
which pinpoints the 
areas of American life 
under attack 


Film Department 
CHRIST’S MISSION, Inc. 
27 E. 22 St., New York 10, N. Y. 





Reformer Savonarola 


Florence, the home of Medici and 
the Renaissance, was also the home 
of all the excesses of the new cul- 
ture. Here arose, towards the end of 
the fifteenth century, a prophet and 
preacher of penance, a man of mag- 
netic personality and singular power 
—Girolamo Savonarola, Prior of the 


Dominican Convent of San Marco. 
From the pulpits of San Marco 
: and the Duomo, Savonarola preached 
Bet to ever increasing crowds of eager 
ey listeners in the words and images of 
the Old Testament Prophets. “The 


Church will be chastised,” he cried, 
“and then renewed, and this will 
vere come to pass quickly.” The pagan- 
MAGAZINE OF OUR CHRISTIAN HERITAGE a minded and pagan-lived humanists 
in high places were the peculiar ob- 
ject of his righteous anger, and he 
poured out upon them the vials of 
his scorn: “Go to Rome and through 
5 the length and breadth of Christen- 
CONTENTS: Yi dom: in the palaces of the high and 
: highest ecclesiastics, you will find 
' Letters to the Editor eee everyone busy with the books of the 
editorial 23 ancients, declaiming poetry, and 
turning elegant rhetorical phrases. 
_ The Truth Shall Make You Free : As though they could guide souls 
: 2 with Virgil, Horace, and Cicero! 
; Eps of the Putpis ; “a They ieak the ears of their hearers 
£ Shadow Over the Capitol with Aristotle and Plato, Virgil and 
| You Be the Judge sy Petrarch. Why do they not teach the 
4 eis one thing necessary? Because it does 
Candle of the Month not appeal to them, because the be- 
Eyes of the World all and end-all of their existence is 
=a » 
Rives that Speak S ambition and pleasure!” . . . 


sre On All Saints’ Day [1517] Luther 
Question Mark “ete: nailed his Ninety-five Theses on the 
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Mirage in the Cathedral 8 is door of the castle church of Witten- 
: eee berg. Savonarola’s prediction was to 
Book Review “as become true: the Church had to be 
chastised before it could be renewed. 
(Rev. John Laux, Catholic historian, 

in Church History, pp. 414-17) 
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REALIZES AIM 


My desire is to see others read your 
good magazine and get aroused out of 
their sleep and realize the aim of the 
Roman Catholic church. May God bless 
you all. 

H.E.B., Michigan 


GOD AND COUNTRY 


You are doing a wonderful job “for 
God and country.” Catholicism (the 
Roman kind) is a far greater menace 
to America than Communism. Your 
splendid magazine, the format of which 
has been so greatly improved since you 
became editor, should be in every home 
in America! 

G.H.T., Wash. 


WHAT WE NEED 


I have obtained four subscribers for 
the magazine and I shall continue to 
back your magazine as I am a “full” 
believer in it. I just hate to miss out 
on any of the issues. 

L.R., Wash. 


WONDERFUL ABIDING PLACE 


With great interest I read in the 
December number of your magazine 
article “Heresy in the Roman Catholic 
Church” by Ladislav Kubat. I trans- 
lated it for you from the Czech lan- 
guage. I wish you could have published 
the whole pamphlet. 

Sir, I wish you would send me a few 
copies of December 1955 for my friends 
and a Catholic priest. I am a retired 
Methodist ‘missionary and my pension 
is small. 

Lately I received news from Czecho- 
slovakia stating that Rev. Kubat was 
called by the Lord to the eternal man- 
sion. He was a humble and loyal ser- 
vant of the Lord. 


Joseph Dobes, Houston, Tex. 


Think you are doing a wonderful 
work with. your magazine—would like 
to get behind this. 

K.C.B., Ohio 


TRUE 


I know I shall not ever want to be 
without the magazine. 


Mrs. G.L.E., Indiana 


NEVER WRITTEN 


I have been a subscriber for several 
years to your wonderful magazine but 
have never written to tell you how 
much we enjoy it, especially the “new” 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


Mrs. D.N.S., Illinois 


EXCELLENT 


The CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine 
that I subscribed to for our Public Li- 
brary shows evidence of being .used— 
and they are placed in the rack next 
to the Knights of Columbus magazine 
which doesn’t look as if it had ever 
been opened! 

Mrs. H.R.R., Michigan 


MISSION WORK 


God bless you in the great work; it 
has been a blessing to us to read of the 
help that you are able to give those who 
want to know the truth. We wish that 
we could do more, and please know that 
you have our prayers. We use your 
publication here to help the Catholic 
men who come our way to find 
CHRIST. 


J.F.Mcel., Texas 


SWELL 


I got your magazine for December 
and also January—they are swell. 


G.M.C., Canada 


BEYOND DESCRIPTION 


Please enter my name as a _ sub- 
scriber to the CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 
I appreciate this magazine beyond my 
ability to describe. I just wish it were 
possible to get every American citizen 
to read it. May the living God guide 
Dr. Montafio and all his helpers. 


Mrs. J.P., Oklahoma 


EYES OPENED 


Thank you for the free copies you 
have sent. I was never a Roman Catho- 
lic but certainly needed my eyes to be 
opened. 


A.H., O. 


WELL WRITTEN 


The magazine is extremely well 
written, courageous, very enlightening 
and we are thankful to God that there 
are men like those associated with 
Christ’s Mission who have the courage 
to expose Romanism for what it is. 
May God continue to bless you all. 


M.&F.H., Canada 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 
< 


Many Christian magazines com 
our address but none stir my heart 
the CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


Mrs. J.C.J., 


CONTINUE 


Of course I desire to continue 
subscription to the wonderful maga 
you are now editing and am enclg 
five dollars for a three-year sub 
tion. 

C.H.M., Massachi 


GLAD NEWS 


We appreciate your magazine 
than ever; its new form is excel 
messages also. May the dear 
continue to use you more and 
In December we had the joy of 
an ex-nun with us. The Lord used) 
to bring a fine number to the fait 
Christ and also enlightened many 
the life in the convents. We pray 
and with you about the work of tell 
others the Glad News. 3 

C.A., Hondurg 


GOOD WORK 


I only wish it could be an influence 
to many more uninformed and indif 
ferent Protestants. Recently I sent i 
five new subscriptions. 

M.B.D., Ten 


INSTRUMENTAL 


I have received one issue of your 
magazine, “Converted Catholic.” 1 
found it to be most enjoyable and re 
ceived a real blessing from it. T 
thought you might be happy to know 
that it was very instrumental in guié 
ing the mind of a brand new Christian, 
a converted Catholic. I believe’ he is 
now going to subscribe to the magazine. 
May our Lord continue to bless you i 
your battle against “Babylon.” It isa 
wonderful work. 


C.F., Illinois 


MORE 


Your CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine 
is all that you claim it to be in your 
letter and perhaps more, to my estim#& 
tion. Having only seen the “new edi 
tion” I cannot compare. 


J.I., Mich, 


AMERICA TODAY 


Last year a movie theatre was closed 
down by a Catholic priest in Bellmore 
for showing Martin Luther. And her 
in free America! By what right could 
he do this? Protestants made no pre 
test against the Miracles of Fatima 
when shown all over the nation. Cathe 
lics seem to have more to say and more 
power in non-Catholic countries ,that 
Protestants have in Catholic countries 
The closing of the theatre proved to me 
that the truth always hurts and must 
be crushed at all costs. May the Com 
VERTED CATHOLIC magazine continue # 
flourish to the end of time. 


A.E.H., New York 
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SALVATION: GIFT OR COMMODITY? 


HILE THE POSITIVE PROCLAMATION of the 

Gospel of Christ is of prime importance, 
Protestants must be thoroughly conversant with 
the basic premises of their faith. Such knowledge 
invariably leads to the discovery that the differ- 
ence between Protestantism and Roman Catholi- 
tism is basically the same today in our American 
communities as it was at the time of the Reforma- 
tion when courageous Roman Catholics began to 
protest against the errors and corruptions of their 
own Church. 

For four thousand years before Christ there 
was no saviour, though there was a universal desire 
for one in the hearts of all men. During this period 
two common elements were found in all religions: 
a sacrificial priesthood and the teaching of an 
incomplete salvation. In the case of God’s people 
salvation was contingent upon faith in a future 
Redeemer typified by the sacrificial services; but 
the heathen nations had no such hope. 

In general, the priests were looked to as medi- 
ators between God and man. Such an exalted posi- 
tion tended to corrupt them. They were regarded 
by the people as more than human and frequently 
used their power over the souls of men for political 
purposes. Since they could not offer assurance of 
complete salvation after death, the best they could 
offer was a continued existence of further expia- 
tion and suffering for sin under the general name 
of reincarnation. 

But with the coming of Christ a completely 
new element was added to religion: complete sal- 
vation in Christ, for “He is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God by Him.” 
(Heb. 7:25) This is what makes Christianity 
wnique—the “Evangel,” the new message. Sacri- 
fies by priests were no longer needed. Through 
His death and resurrection Christ became the 
complete and perfect Saviour and Mediator be- 
tween God and man. 

It will be noted at once that Roman Catholi- 
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cism has retained in its doctrine of salvation the 
basic teachings of pre-Christian religions. In the 
first place, in the Roman Church, a human priest 
is necessary for salvation. He is believed to be a 
mediator between God and man who must offer 
sacrifice daily for the sins of men and forgive 
them their sins continually in the confessional. 

Second, the “sacrifice of the mass” offered by 
Roman Catholic priests is a denial of the complete- 
ness of Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary. The priest is 
said to complete the sacrifice of Christ (is even 
said “to add to and improve upon Calvary”), as 
if it were defective. There is no assurance of full 
salvation after death. The possibility of salvation 
is offered, but only through the Roman Church. 


NOT BY FAITH ALONE 


Yet despite this teaching of incomplete salva- 
tion—rather, because of it—the Roman Church 
claims tremendous powers. The pope is considered 
the mouthpiece of God on earth; he is the “Vicar 
of Jesus Christ” to whom all power is given on 
earth and in heaven; he is “infallible” and is able 
to pardon sin, grant indulgences, and so on. Yet 
he can assure no one of salvation after death. 

If the pope and all the priests could assure 
people of salvation here and now, the entire foun- 
dation of the Roman Catholic Church as it is now 
constituted would be swept away. Its whole struc- 
ture is geared to function in accordance with its 
teaching of an incomplete salvation. One can easily 
see why the Church of Rome, at the time of the 
Protestant Reformation, opposed so bitterly the 
reassertion of the Gospel teaching of full and com- 
plete salvation through Christ alone. For this same 
reason it continues to use every means to destroy 
the effects of the Protestant Reformation today in 
our American communities. 

The Gospel teaching dispenses entirely with 
the necessity of priest and pope. (Hebrews 7 and 
10) So destructive of Roman Catholic soteriology 
is this true Christian teaching that it is made a 
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mortal sin of “presumption” in the Roman Catho- 
lic teaching for anyone to believe that Jesus Christ 
can completely justify the sinner by grace through 
faith. The decree of the Council of Trent (canons 
9-14) anathematize (curse) all who believe “that 
by faith alone the sinner is justified,” or “that men 
are justified either by the sole imputation of the 
justice of Christ or by the sole remission of sin.” 


In the third place, another teaching basic in 
the Roman Catholic Church is its doctrine about 
purgatory. This is attractive to the human heart, 
for it offers a second chance, in another life, to 
obtain the salvation that could not be secured in 
this life. In spite of the suffering in this place of 
fire and torment and the teaching that “Purgatory 
is a suburb of hell” and that “the temperature is 
about the same in both regions,” it has the follow- 
ing advantages: it gives sinners another chance 
after death; it tenders the promise that priests 
and people on earth, by offering masses and saying 
prayers, can cut short their stay there; it leaves 
room for continued indulgence in sin (at least in 
venial sin), in view of the belief that expiation 
can be made after death. No Roman Catholic dares 
to hope that he will go to heaven without first 
passing through Purgatory. He is content to de- 
pend on the power of the priest to absolve him 
before he dies and so make him “not bad enough 
for hell yet not good enough for heaven.” This is 
the very best that the priest has to offer. 

Roman Catholicism would seem, therefore, to 
be primarily a religion of expedience, arranged in 
such a way that everything done for sinners re- 
dounds to the power and prestige of the Roman 
Catholic Church and its priests. Nevertheless, it is 
a very popular religion that not only appeals to 
the weakness of human nature among its own 
members, but also attracts a great number of the 
unchurched and unbelievers who are affected by 
the influence of its moral code in the large centers 
of population where Roman Catholics (and sin) 
abound. Bishop John F. Noll of Ft. Wayne, In- 
diana, admitted on March 12, 1947, that “nearly 
all the evils of society prevail most where we 
[Catholics] live and not where Protestants live.” 
(New York Times, March 13, 1947) 


THE LENGTH AND BREADTH 
OF FREEDOM 


ECENTLY THE FOLLOWING LETTER from the Rev. 

Donald Visscher, Presbyterian pastor of New 

York, crossed our desk in response to our editorial 
“Taxation Without Representation” : 


“|. . your magazine . . . has provided an accu- 
rate source of information as to what the Roman 
Church ‘was up to’ in America and throughout 
the world. . . . However, your editorial ‘Taxation 
Without Representation’ in the March issue would 
certainly seem to me to be... ‘out of your role.’ 
There is so little in the editorial apropos of the 
matter of Romanism (and that little seems rather 
dragged in) that it could certainly be called 
‘gratuitous.’ 


“I am not disagreeing with your right to holj! te | 
the opinions expressed in that editorial, although] fa 
would like to suggest that you review in your ming Bye 
the points of view of sundry tax reduction adyg 
cates: they all would curtail government services J “ 
they happen to disapprove, but not, on principle fy 
the services benefiting them. .. . A good point eg 
be made for better government stewardship of 
revenues, including better administration of fo 
eign aid. ... . I hope that you will give this 
of view, however imperfectly expressed, praye 
consideration before you decide whether it hag 
any merit. 3 


“However, what impelled me to write was no 
so much an urge to change your point of view. .., 
My original concern was with your feeling that 
the CONVERTED CATHOLIC was the place to expres 
these particular opinions of yours. . . . I feel surg 
that most of your subscribers want from you ip 
formation on Rome’s threats to democracy and 
Protestantism: information which they can pagg 
on to others without the need for apologizing for 
extraneous material with which they may disagree 
sincerely and profoundly. . . . To publish such ay 
editorial as this in the particular sort of magazine 
which CONVERTED CATHOLIC has set out to be, does 
seem to at least imply that your point of view re 
garding Rome and your point of view regarding 
taxes go hand in hand... 

“Are you sure Christ is calling you to fight two 
crusades at the same time: against Rome and 
against tax-supported foreign aid (or ‘high’ taxes 
in general) ?” 


THE CONCEPT OF FREEDOM 


If Mr. Visscher were to examine the underlying 
causes for our editorial and consider our motiva- 
tion, he would soon realize that our concern is 
with freedom of conscience and religion and the 
other basic freedoms deemed necessary to a free 
society. These freedoms can be maintained only as 
long as there is democracy—government of the 
people, by the people, and for the people. When 
this type of democracy, in which freedom rests 
with the individual, disappears and individual 
rights are surrendered to the government, for 
whatever reason or gain, the result is centraliza 
tion of power in the hands of the few, which 
eventually leads to dictatorship. History furnishes 
too many examples for us to be misled in this 
respect. 

One step gives impetus to another, be it ever 90 
small. Arbitrary governments are first established 
when the individual loses his personal liberties and 
his freedom to make decisions for himself, whether 
civil or spiritual, social or economic. It is this com 
cept of freedom of conscience that we are defend 
ing and that we feel is threatened by the violation 
of the citizens’ personal liberties on the part of 
the federal government through the medium of 
taxation. 

Since our field of defense covers both our Chris 
tian heritage and our American way of life (which § 
Mr. Visscher ultimately concedes), we feel that® 
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‘ je tax situation lies within our province. Espe- 
‘Nally are we convinced of this when we read 
ind Eeports such as the following, which has come to 
attention since our editorial appeared: 


*The first shipload of surplus wheat,” reads the 
s item in a Roman Catholic paper, “for over- 
distribution under the U.S. Department of 
dgriculture’s expanded program of food donations 
loaded here at the Port of Houston, Texas, for 
dipment to Naples, Italy. Supervising the opera- 
jon are Port Captain J. M. Dunn and Father John 
| Roach, of Houston. Corn, rice and dried beans 
ge also scheduled for future shipment to the needy 
foreign lands.” 

The item describes a news photo which accom- 
ganies it. We feel that it is more than a coincidence 
flat food destined for Roman Catholic Naples 
sould be supervised in America by a Catholic 
priest. Previously we had pointed out that Roman 
fatholic agencies were at work in other countries 
distributing to Catholics, as if from Catholics, food 
donated by the general American public. Now we 
we even more clearly the hand of the Roman 
Church, planning and guiding, seeking at all times 
her own advantage. 

This misuse of tax funds—ours and Mr. Vis- 
sher’s—we cannot countenance, and whenever the 
weasion presents itself we shall protest vigorously, 
let the chips fall where they may. 


TO ROME VIA BILLY GRAHAM? 


R A NUMBER OF YEARS we have followed the 
public ministry of Evangelist Billy Graham with 

deep interest. As one of the sponsors of his first 
ing campaign in Los Angeles, we saw him at the very 
beginning of his road to prominence. With our 
, jg |Mavers we have warmly accompanied him in his 
the dforts to bring souls to Christ. We have praised 
God for his ministry, his humble spirit, and his 
devotion to the Lord. 
the | But there are times in the life of an evangelist 
hen | Yhen temptations for success may ruin his entire 
ogts | Ministry and dim the purpose of his high calling. 
ual | t is with hesitancy—and only because such cases 
for |tave been registered—that we mention this in 
iza- ¢ OnNection with a man so widely favored by press 
rich § Md populace. 
hes § For we have been most distressed to learn that 
this Me individuals “converted” during Billy Gra- 

ham’s campaigns have as a direct result resolved 
+ 99 § 0 become not only Roman Catholics but candidates 
hed § for the priesthood and for religious orders. The 
and § April issue of Old Faith Contender (Baptist) con- 
het §‘ains the following disconcerting news gathered 
on- 4 {tom the reports of the Free Presbyterian Church 
nd- § of Scotland : 


‘ion § =A well-known London evangelical Baptist minis- 
; ter, confining his remarks to what he could person- 
of fally verify, told of a young man who was sent to 
his church by the counselors in the Billy Graham 
tam. At first he seemed the most promising of all 
the Graham converts the minister had met. For a 
period of some weeks he attended the Baptist 





rh 
























BESRS 





& 
















€e:2 828 


‘a 


BREESE RF 


BS #3 


* 
& 





ich 






1956 





JUNE, 





Chapel regularly. Then one Sunday he was absent. 
Shortly after, the young man’s counselor informed 
the minister that as a result of his “conversion” 
he had decided to study for the Roman Catholic 
priesthood. The minister added that this was by no 
means an isolated exception among the Billy Gra- 
ham converts, commenting that professing faith 
and filling out “decision cards” were not the same 
as being supernaturally regenerated. 

This same Baptist minister also told of another 
case, known to him, of a young woman who re- 
sponded to one of Billy Graham’s public calls. She 
told him she had now decided to devote the rest of 
her life to Christ and had therefore resolved to 
become a nun. Dr. Graham warmly took her by 
the hand, according to the report, and declared, 
“Dear sister in Christ, may God bless you.” 

The minister remarked that it was anything but 
a good sign that leaders of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the United States have praised Billy 
Graham openly. This tallies with an item we pub- 
lished last month in Eyes of the World: When in 
the Philippines Dr. Graham stated, “The Catholic 
Church has been extremely friendly to me any- 
where I have gone.” 

Our sincere prayer is that Billy Graham may 
become conscious of the fact that compromise is a 
very dangerous weapon, particularly in matters of 
religion, and that no real and solid and enduring 
foundation can be built on half-hearted convictions 
or half-told truths. Only the truth as it is found in 
the Word of God can suffice to satisfy the longing 
of the human heart and bring about genuine con- 
version, “for other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” (I Cor. 3:11) 

It is far more important to remain true to the 
Holy Scriptures and to the Protestant heritage 
than to fill out decision cards, especially if they 
become instruments for the aggrandizement of the 
Roman Catholic Church. It is far better to register 
fewer converts than to temporize with error. “Do 
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit: 
but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit... . 
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.” 
(Matt. 7:16, 17, 20) Compromise cannot yield 
good fruit. 

Salvation is of faith, not of works. The Roman 
Church is justification by works; the Gospel is 
justification by faith. If Dr. Graham’s messages 
send people into the Roman Catholic fold, then he 
is failing to emphasize this fundamental article of 
faith on which the Protestant Reformation rests. 
Neither the Apostle Paul nor Martin Luther leaves 
any doubt on this subject. 

Our readers are requested to pray that Billy 
Graham might preach to his public that infallible 
message of Christ recorded by John: “But the 
hour cometh, and now is, when the true worship- 
pers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship 
Him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him 
must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” (John 
4:23, 24) 





What is the true meaning of Protestantism? 


Did it originate with Luther—or 


WAS CHRIST A 


Protestant? 


by S. Rudy Slater 


T ANTIOCH the disciples 

were first named Chris- 
tians.” (Acts 11:26) At Spires 
they were first named Protes- 
tants. Yet who wil] deny that 
they were Christians long before 
Antioch, or that there were Prot- 
estants long before Spires? 

Martin Luther was not the 
first Protestant reformer but 
more nearly the last. The history 
of the Church is a record of con- 
tinuous conflict with her re- 
formers. 

Jesus Christ was, and still is, 
a Protestant! The Jews them- 
selves called Him one—a Samar- 
itan, the name of the Mosaic 
schismatics who rejected the 
Jewish temple and its priest- 
hood. (John 8:48) 
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The life story of Jesus is a con- 
tinuous protest against the cor- 
rupt traditions and customs of 
the “God-ordained” church of 
that day. It is also a record of 
slander, persecution, and exe- 
cution by that church, for the 
established church never recog- 
nized Christ. It remained uncon- 
taminated by “Protestant” heresy 
to the end. 

True, it was not the Roman 
Church that crucified Christ. It 
was her predecessor. Or was it? 
According to St. Paul, Jesus 
Christ is “the same forever.” 
(Hebrews 13:8) And, according 
to Cardinal Gibbons, the Church 
is “the one institution that never 
changes.” (Faith of Our Fathers, 
p. 83) 
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We may, therefore, safely : 
sume that if Jesus Christ werg 
preach on the streets of R 
today, as he taught in Jerusg; 
nineteen centuries ago, He wa 
say the same things which | 
said then. We may also as 
that if the “carpenter’s 
were to preach against the Rul 
man Church, as He spoke againgia 
the Judean Church, the “Churgyiiy 
would respond in the Twentig 
Century as she responded in th 
First. 

Today, Christ finds that : 
Church in Rome has reinst 
everything which He abolishe 
the Church at Jerusalem: 
religious titles and the 
robes, the public fasts and 
titious prayers, the religig 
ornaments and Sacred Traditig 
the infallible priests and mappa 
tyred “heretics.” Will Chrigf Un 
condone in Rome what He copy air 
demned in Jerusalem? Do Higpient 
words spoken in Aramaic me ay 
the opposite when translated ir 
Italian or Latin? true 
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The Twentieth Century (ng ye 
man) Church finds Scripture ny” 
the mouths of Protestants as of 
fensive as the First Cen S 
(Jewish) Church found it in the 
mouths of the Prophets. Will the jem 
Roman Church receive Christy 
words from His own lips witha 
better spirit than she received it 
from theirs? Will the “carpe } 
ter’s son,’ ’ Jesus, fare better than {U 
did the miner’s son, Luther, @ 
the peasant’s son, Huss? 


, 


— 


HEN JESUS SAID, “If they 
have persecuted me, they will 
also persecute you” (John 1}; 
20), He referred to persecution 
by the “Church”—not by the 
world. The world tried to prevent 
His crucifixion. It was th 
Church which demanded it. . 
When children of the Chureh 
stone His disciples in South 
America, are they not agail 
stoning Christ? When they arrest 
His disciples in Italy and Spaii, 
are they not rearresting Him? 
When they practice her asserted § | 
right to punish heretics with} « 
) 
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death, are they not again crucify 
ing Christ? # 


It may be argued that even if 
the Church has been overzealous 
at times in the preservation of 


- 









yume truth, this alone does not 
Teummlidate her claims. Many lead- 
g of the reformed religions 
ge been equally guilty of perse- 























ig And lest we should be mis- 
summcen in distinguishing between 
Sone true Church and false sects, 
: ich our Lord predicted would 
ge, He was pleased to stamp 

» His Church certain shining 
Marks, by which every sincere 
irer could easily recognize 
as His only Spouse.” Accord- 
to Cardinal Gibbons, “the 
meipal marks or characteris- 
wee of the true Church are, her 
, Sanctity, Catholicity, and 
mpostolicity, to which may be 
ed the Infallibility of her 
hing and the Perpetuity of 
tion existence.” (Faith of Our 
ers, p. 21) 











































































































wis) Unfortunately, none of these 





ining marks” are positive 
mtification of the trwe Church, 


COR. 
His 











eangiough several—Catholicity and 
intol 


petuity—are listed in Scrip- 
ime as definitely identifying the 
Ropise. (Apocalypse 17:15; 18:7) 
» pplurther, each of these marks of 
he Roman Church was also pos- 
sessed by the Jewish Church 
thepiefore her, and she was con- 
the |demned ! 
sts 
ha 
d it 






































UNITY 


Does the Roman Church claim 
Unity? So also did the Jewish 
Church! It was the Church out- 
side of which there was no sal- 
vation, for (as Christ told the 
Samaritan schismatic) “Salva- 
tion is of the Jews.” (John 4:22) 
All other churches, including the 
*iRoman Catholic, are merely 
thisms of this parent stock. 
Therefore the Jewish Church had 
the greater unity. 

Nevertheless, when the Jewish 
Church with its one temple, one 
high priest, one sacrifice, and one 
“aw” also claimed “one Father, 
even God,” Christ said they were 
of their “father, the devil.” (John 
8:41) 

Unity is a mark of the church, 
but what kind of unity? A graft- 
ed tree, if left alone, will sprout 
sicker branches from its wild 
root stock. Though it possesses 
mity, the diligent gardener will 
ame the tree’s offending 

ches so that it may bear its 
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proper fruit. 

In the same way, the Catholic 
Church (grafted on the Roman 
root) became choked with pagan 
superstitions when “Constantine, 
in order to recommend the new 
religion to the heathen, trans- 
ferred into it the outward orna- 
ments to which they had been 
accustomed in their own.” (Car- 
dinal Newman, Development of 
Christian Doctrine, p. 373) 


By the time of the Council of 
Trent, the traffic in Indulgences, 
for example, had become by her 
own admission “the fruitful 
source of many abuses among 
the Christian people .. .” (Ses- 
sion XXV) Yet when Luther 
proposed to prune the offending 
doctrine from the Church, he was 
called “fa wild boar in the vine- 
yard.” 


HE COUNCIL OF TRENT could 
only forbid the doctrine to bear 
evil fruit, for (in the words of 
Cardinal Gibbons) “The Catholic 
Church cannot be reformed... 


“If only one instance could be 
given in which the Church ceased 
to teach a doctrine of faith which 
had been previously held, that 
single instance would be the 
death-blow to her claim of 
infallibility.” (Faith of Our 
Fathers, pp. 94, 96) 

St. Augustine, in the fifth cen- 
tury, affirmed that the Roman 
Church was the infallible “vine” 
from which the Donatist heretics 
had been cut off. St. Paul, in the 
first century, asserted on the 
contrary that the Roman Church 
was only a “branch” of the vine, 
and itself in danger of being cut 
off for error. (Romans 11:22) 
Who was right? 

The Jewish Church, also, was 
“infallible.” As late as Jesus’ 
own ministry, the Jewish High 
Priest exhibited his right to re- 
veal new truth (John 11:51), a 
form of infallibility, incidentally, 
which the Roman Church does 
not even claim for its Pope. Yet 
Christ said to the Jewish Church: 
“Woe to you, Scribes and Phari- 
sees .. . Blind guides, who strain 
out a gnat, and swallow a camel 
. . . You serpents, generation of 
vipers, how will you flee the judg- 
ment of hell?” (Matthew 23:23; 
24, 33) 


SANCTITY 


Is Sanctity a mark of the Ro- 
man Church? It. was more so in 
the Jewish! The moral perfec- 
tion taught and publicly prac- 
ticed by her Pharisees was ad- 
mitted even by Christ. (Matthew 
5:20; 23:3) The Roman Church 
on the contrary teaches and prac- 
tices only a fraction of the Mosaic 
Law. Therefore the Jewish 
Church was the more “holy.” 

Nevertheless, Christ said to 
the Jewish Church: “The publi- 
cans and the harlots shall go into 
the kingdom of God before you.” 
(Matthew 21:31) And He said 
to His own disciples: “Unless 
your justice abound more than 
that of the Scribes and Phari- 
sees, you shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 
5:20) 

However, in the person of 
Father Smith, Bishop Noll of 
the Roman Church says that “the 
emphatic use of ‘damn’ and ‘hell,’ 
which is so common, is only im- 
proper, not sinful.” (Father 
Smith Instructs Jackson, p. 88) 
This in spite of the fact that 
Christ specifically says: “I say to 
you not to swear at all... But 
let your speech be yea, yea: no, 
no: and that which is over and 
above these, is of evil.” (Mat- 
thew 5:34, 37) 

Again, the Roman Church con- 
siders that theft (within limits) 
is less than a mortal sin. “To lay 
down a general norm, in-view of 
actual conditions and the value 
of money, it would seem that the 
absolute sum for grave theft 
would be about $40.” (American 
Ecclesiastical Review, January 
1945, pp. 68-9) 

Or, with reference to lying, 
the “Holy” Roman Church 
teaches: “It is certain, and the 
common opinion of all, that it is 
lawful for a just cause to use 
equivocation in the manners de- 
scribed, and to confirm it with 
an oath.” (Liguori, Theologia 
Moralis, IV, 151) 

This is the sanctity which the 
Jewish Church possessed when 
Christ said, ““You have made void 
the commandment of God for 
your tradition. Hypocrites, well 
hath Isaias prophesied of you, 
saying: This people honoureth 
me with their lips: but their 
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heart is far from me. And in vain 
do they worship me, teaching 
doctrines and commandments of 
en.” (Matthew 15:6-9) 


CATHOLICITY 


Is the Roman Church Catholic? 
So was the Jewish! So universal 
was the Jewish Church that her 
pilgrims came from every nation 
under heaven. (Acts 2:5) Except 
for a small Samaritan sect, her 
Mosaic authority was unrivaled. 
The Roman Church, on the other 
hand, is only one of five major 
divisions of the Abrahamic 
Faith: Jewish, Greek, Roman, 
Protestant, and Mohammedan. 
The Jewish Church consequently 
was the more universal. 

However, Christ condemned 
that church in these words: “You 
go round about the sea and the 
land to make one proselyte: and 
when he is made, you make him 
the child of hell twofold more 
than yourselves.” (Matthew 23: 
15) 

What was South America be- 
fore conversion to Catholicism? 
What is it today? “The Indians 
retain many of their oldtime be- 
liefs and ceremonies even though 
they are officially Catholics, and 
it is not unusual to see pagan 
ceremonies even at the door of a 
Christian Church.” (Peoples of 
the World, p. 382) 

Christ promised that the “gates 
of hell” should not prevail 
against His Church, but such ex- 
amples hardly seem the ful- 
fillment of that promise. His 
Church was not only to “go into 
the whole world,” but also to 
“preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.” (Mark 16:15) 


HE JEWISH CHURCH, too, was 

appointed to a perpetual and 
“everlasting priesthood.” (Exo- 
dus 40:13) And for fourteen 
centuries, during six separate 
civilizations, both at home and 
in exile, in war and in peace, the 
Jewish Church endured. 

But when that Church ceased 
to perform God’s commands, 
Christ said: “Behold, your house 
shall be left to you desolate. For 
I say to you, you shall not see me 
henceforth, till you say: Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord.” (Matthew 23:38, 39) 
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The Jewish Church had be- 
come “their house” rather than 
the “house of God.” The promise 
of perpetuity did not intend to 
make God a prisoner of the 
priests. Both the Jewish taber- 
nacle and its priesthood were 
founded centuries after the Abra- 
hamic Faith itself. Its functions 
ceased centuries ago. Yet the 
kingdom of God continued with- 
out interruption. 

No organization has a monop- 
oly on God. The Roman Church, 
like the Jewish Church, was en- 
dowed with a franchise—not a 
title deed. As Christ says: “If 
any one abide not in me, he shall 
be cast forth as a branch, and 
shall wither, and they shall gath- 
er him up, and cast him into the 
fire, and he burneth.” (John 
15:6) 


APOSTOLICITY 


Is the Roman Church Apostol- 
ic? The Jewish Church was 
doubly so! Where the Roman 
Church claims to trace her priest- 
hood to the Apostles Peter and 
Paul by an unbroken chain of 
successive ordination, the Jewish 
Church could trace her priest- 
hood to Moses and Aaron, not 
only by spiritual ordination, but 
by physical heredity as well. So, 
then, the Jewish Church was the 
more apostolic. 


But when the Jewish Church 
claimed to be Moses’ disciples 
(John 9:28), Christ challenged 
their claim in these words: 
“Think not that I will accuse you 
to the Father. There is one that 
accuseth you, Moses, in whom 
you trust.” (John 5:45) 

Does true apostolicity consist 
merely in the “laying on of 
hands” by an apostle upon a 
chosen successor, and by him in 
turn upon his successor? 

Matthias was the first apostol- 
ic successor ordained by Peter 
and the Church, “and he was 
numbered with the eleven apos- 
tles.” (Acts 1:26) Yet this honor 
was later claimed by Paul, 
apostle, not of men, neither by 
man, but by Jesus Christ” (Gala- 
tians 1:1), “as one born out of 
due time” (I Corinthians 15:8), 
yet in “no way come short of 
them that are above measure 
apostles.” (II Corinthians 12:11) 
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The Roman Church recognigal — 
Paul as one of the Apostles, ay 
Christ recognizes only ty 
(Matthew 19:28) It would 
pear, therefore, that the eleet 
of Matthias was invalid. If, 
the “chiefest apostle” erred 
selecting an apostolic succe 
can his successors claim gre 
infallibility in their elections? | 
The Apostle Paul wrote tha 
“all Scripture, inspired of God® 
is profitable to teach, to reprove, 
to correct, to instruct in justice 
that the man of God may be pep. 
fect, furnished to every good 
work.” (II Timothy 3:17) But 
Cardinal Gibbons wrote that “the 
Scriptures alone cannot be 4 
sufficient guide and rule of faith, 
. because they are not of them. 
selves clear and intelligible eve, 
in matters of the highest impor. 
tance, and because they do not 
contain all the truths necessary}, 
for salvation.” (Faith of Ow C ) 
Fathers, p. 112) thoug 
The author of “Acts of theliey 
Apostles” commended the Churehiihoug 
at Berea for testing Paul’s doetibey 
trine, “daily searching the Scrip-§j18) 
tures, whether those things wer 
so.” (Acts 17:11) However, the§ W1 
Church at Rome teaches thatichose 
“even a Scriptural proof in favorfiemp 
of a decree held to be infallible fics, 
is not itself infallible, but onlyjir; 
the dogma as defined.” (Moehler,fiad. 
Symbolism, p. 296) Dok 
The Roman Church forbids thep@iP, 
Scriptures ever to be interpretedg@™ ' 
“otherwise than according to the 
unanimous consent of the Fe tude 
thers.” (Creed of Pope Pius IV) 
Yet Cardinal Gibbons admit 
that “the Fathers of the Churehy* 
though many of them spent their} %t 
whole lives in the study of the 
Scriptures, are unanimous ig 
pronouncing the Bible a book fuly*™ 
of knotty difficulties.” (Faith lot 
Our Fathers, p. 108, italics Out) ae 



















































































0 THESE SOUND like the word 
of Paul’s successors? Is thitfig 
the mark of apostolicity, to . 
cuse the Apostles of not writing], 
intelligibly, not writing infallibl Hye 
and not writing the whole truth! 
This seems more like the sland 
of their enemies. 
Is the authority of the Apost 
expressed in the assumed ri 
(Continued on page 25) 
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Ni( OME NOW, and let us reason 
wi together, saith the Lord: 

though your sins be as scarlet, 
heliiey shall be as white as snow; 
chithough they be red like crimson, 
likey shall be as wool.” (Isaiah 
ip-41:18) 


are 

thei} What was wrong with God’s 

laiichosen people? They had their 

rjemple with its elaborate serv- 
le fies, its sacrifices and its splen- 
nyjir; surely things were not too 
er,jiad. Yet the prophet as God’s 

gokesman denounced their wor- 
thepitip, which had become but form 
tejgand empty show. 

they “To what purpose is the multi- 
tude of your sacrifices unto Me? 
with the Lord: I am full of the 

sigpurnt offerings of rams, and the 

ch} of fed beasts; and I delight 
eirg Ot in the blood of bullocks, or of 
the as, or of he goats. When ye 
e to appear before Me, who 
ih required this at your hand, 

of 0 tread My courts? 

a “Bring no more vain oblations; 
imense is an abomination unto 
Me; the new moons and sabbaths, 

p calling of assemblies, I can- 

is ut away with; it is iniquity, 
wen the solemn meeting. Your 
ing}, moons and your appointed 

™Rieasts my soul hateth: they are a 

th twuble unto me; I am weary to 

ue pear them.” (Isaiah 1:11-15) 

These are solemn words, 
#poken in earnest. God’s covenant 
poeple had turned their hearts 
‘Bitom God. They retained a form 
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The Great Invitation 


by Dr. John E. Gronli 


As secretary of foreign missions of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, as teacher in Bible institutes and seminaries, as missionary in 
foreign fields, as preacher and counselor, Dr. Gronli has a wealth of 
achievements and experience behind him. In behalf of missionary ac- 
tivities he has traveled widely over several continents, where, in a spirit 
of cooperation with other churches and denominations, he has acted 
as adviser and consultant to missionaries and ministers. 

The accompanying message sounds the call that embodies the 
whole plan of salvation: Come! He who said, “I have loved thee with 
an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee,” 
is also the One who said, “Come unto Me ... and I will give you rest.” 
In earnest tones Dr. Gronli invites the reader to “reason together” 
with him about this call to repentance and salvation. 


of worship; they did bring sacri- 
fices; they continued to burn in- 
cense; they even lifted their 
hands in prayer—but all this had 
become empty form and outward 
show. Their hearts were not in 
their worship. 


empty ritual God “hides His 
eyes.” Even prayer had become 
meaningless, and God said, “I 
will not hear.” 


G™ BOWDEN in The Dazzling 
Darkness tells a story about 


“The corruption of the best 
becomes the worst.” Religious 
forms without the Spirit become 
a mockery, a sham. From such 


a Y.M.C.A. worker who on a 
journey in Greece found himself 
in company with a monk from 
Mount Athos. The Y.M.C.A. man: 


> 





regularly said his prayers, but he 
was puzzled by his companion’s 
neglect of prayer. Finally he 
asked the monk why he did not 
pray. 

The monk replied that he was 
now on his vacation, and the 
brethren in the monastery were 
carrying on the work of prayer. 
He explained that when he was 
home he took his turn in the 
ceremony and when he was away 
it went on just the same. To a 
child of God this seems a strange 
concept of prayer, but it is easy 
to fall into the attitude of mak- 
ing prayer simply a routine per- 
formance, from which God will 
hide His face. 


- “Not for myself alone may my 
prayer be; 

Lift Thou Thy world, O Christ, 
closer to Thee; 

Cleanse from its guilt and wrong, 

Teach it salvation’s song, 

Till earth, as heaven, fulfill 

God’s holy will.” 

(Lucy Larcom) 


*““COME UNTO ME”’ 


The prophet’s task is not an 
easy one. Isaiah’s words must 
have been as unwelcome to the 
priests in Jerusalem as Amos’ 
had been to Amaziah in Bethel. 
(Amos 7:12-13) But the prophet 
speaks for God, and his message 
must be spoken in spite of oppo- 
sition, misunderstanding, and 
ridicule. 

The prophet does not stop with 
denouncing the backsliding of the 
people, their meaningless ritual, 
and their vain oblations. God has 
not cast off His people. The call 
to repentance is definitely a part 
of the prophet’s message. 

“Wash you, make you clean; 
put away the evil of your doings 
from before mine eyes; cease to 
do evil; learn to do well; seek 
judgment, relieve the oppressed, 
judge the fatherless, plead for 
the widow.” (Isa. 1:16, 17) 

“Come now, let us reason to- 
gether.” God is still the God of 
mercy. The Gospel still is 
preached. The great invitation 
has sounded down through the 
centuries and out among the na- 
tions, till in our time it is spoken 
in over 1,100 languages. In the 
dark periods in Israel’s history 
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the prophets sounded their words 
of warning on behalf of God,. but 
there was also the tender note of 
God’s love: “Though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.” 


"[ smoucHout THE BIBLE rings 
the invitation: Come! From 
Genesis to Revelation God calls 
His people, pleading with them to 
come. “Ho, everyone that thirst- 
eth, come . . . Incline your ear, 
and come unto me...” (Isa. 55: 
1, 3) “Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden.” 
(Matt. 11:28) “Let the Spirit 
and the bride say, Come .. .” 
Israel, as a nation, did not heed 
the invitation and only a remnant 
was saved. What is the situation 
today? Count Keyserling a gen- 
eration ago said: “The symptoms 
of the new Dark Age which is at 
hand are clearly perceived by 
those who have eyes to see and 
minds to understand. Today, as 
in the beginning of the Middle 


Ages, the new generation is com- 


pletely indifferent to the ideals 
and aims of its fathers. Cultural 
traditions, however beautiful they 
may be, no longer carry their old 
convictions, be they religious, 
social, political or artistic... . 
The change that is taking place is 
as radical as the change that took 
place two thousand years ago...” 


**| WANDER LOST” 


The human heart is as restless 
today as in the day of St. Au- 
gustine, and it will not find rest 
till it rests in God. But we try 
other paths, and set up our own 
standards. Still the invitation 
sounds: Come! 


“IT cannot find Thee. Still on rest- 
less pinion 
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My spirit beats the void 
Thou dost dwell; 

I wander lost through all F 
vast dominion, 

And shrink beneath Thy 
ineffable. 


I cannot find Thee. E’en 
most adoring 

Before Thy throne I be 
lowliest prayer ; 

Beyond these bounds of thé 
my thought upsoaring, © 

From farthest quest comes t 
Thou art not there.” 


- 


Can man by searching . Fs 


God? Can my oblations, my ¢ 
ward show of religion, my ¢ 
pattern of righteousness bh 

me to God? No. But God’s invit 
tion sounds: Come! 


“Yet high above the limits of 
seeing 

And folded far within the in 
heart, 

And deep below the deeps 
conscious being, 

Thy splendor shineth: There, ( 
Lord, Thou art.” 


OD HAS THE SOLUTION to 
our quests and all our year 
ings. When we accept His i 
tation, when we come as we 
He keeps His promise: “The 
your sins be as scarlet, they s 
be as white as snow.” Then 
can go on our way rejoicing, 
“being made free from sin, 
become servants to God, ye } 
your fruit unto holiness, andt 
end everlasting life.” (F 
6:22) 

God is rich in mercy. “He t 
spared not His own Son, | 
delivered Him up for us all, ho 
shall He not with Him also f 
give us all things?” (Rom. 83 
This is the Gospel. God’s invil b 
tion still sounds: “Behold, 
is the accepted time; behold, 

a _ day of salvation. ‘f (11 G v 
) 


“I cannot lose Thee! Still in Th 
abiding, 
The end is clear, how wide s 
I roam; ‘ 
The hand that holds the wofl 
my hand is guiding, ‘ 
And I must rest at last in Thi 
my home.” x 


(Eliza Scudder) 
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SHADOW OVER 
THE CAPITOL 


mM ne eS 


Time for ACTION/ 


With Roman Catholicism on the march in America, driving 


wedges into every phase of a way of life conceived in liberty and 


opposed to ecclesiastical interference, Evangelical Christians 


| find themselves faced with a problem of gigantic proportions 


i as they seek to steer a judicious course through the reefs 


of church-state relations. 


What should be the attitude of the Evangelical toward politics? 


toward churches other than his own? toward Roman Catholic 


aggressiveness? Dr. Henry H. Savage offers some pertinent 


“T'VANGELICAL COOPERATION,” 
rather than isolationism or 
regimentation, was advised to 
conservative Protestant church 
gm leaders last April 10 by Dr. Hen- 
ving 'Y H. Savage, retiring president 
“a Of the National Association of 
oa Evangelicals. Dr. Savage gave 
ewe the keynote address in the first 
_§ public meeting of the annual con- 
_ of the NAE in Cleveland, 
0. 

“No student of the Bible can 
deny the fact that Jesus Christ 
hever used coercion, and never 
sanctioned coercion, in compel- 
ling any system of belief,” he 
said. “Cruel, inquisitorial methods 
have been used in the past, and 
are still prevalent in some coun- 
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comments in this analysis of the American scene. 


tries, seeking to coerce and com- 
pel uniform religious beliefs and 
practices. The church, professing 
to accept the promise of freedom 
in the Saviour, has nevertheless, 
whenever it has gained sufficient 
prestige and power, too often 
begun to accumulate laws, tradi- 
tions, and practices which tend 
to take away this freedom. 
“Although in the United States 
and Canada inquisitorial methods 
of physical coercion are very 
rare, yet there has been an in- 
creasing type of evangelical in- 
quisition that is even worse. 
Physical coercion can primarily 
only hurt the body. Coercion 
based upon bitter criticism, char- 
acter assassination and caustic 


denunciation of those who do not 
subscribe in the most non-essen- 
tial details with the inquisitor’s 
views, makes the modern-day 
evangelical inquisition even more 
to be feared.” 

He then continued: “Within 
the framework of the Gospel, true 
evangelical Christians cannot be- 
lieve in isolationism, nor in a 
hard and fast regimentation. 

“Evangelicals must cooperate 
in matters that effect the welfare 
of the whole body, for not to co- 
operate is to be disobedient. For 
an individual Christian, or in- 
dividual church, or individual 
group of churches to put them- 
selves in some pigeon-hole and 
refuse to recognize that there are 
others serving the same Lord, is 
to bring schism in the body, and 
this is unscriptural ... 

“Evangelicals do not believe in 
regimentation. Evangelicals be- 
lieve that personal incentive 
should never be crushed and that 
individuals should be encouraged 
to individualistic expression, 
whether in the use of native abili- 
ties, or in the development of 
personal ambitions.” 


CHRISTIANS AND POLITICS 


Turning to government, Dr. 
Savage said, “I recognize there 
are evangelicals who do not be- 
lieve a Christian should take part 
in politics, but because we do not 
believe in isolationism, we believe 
that every Christian, in conform- 
ity with his own conscience, 
should interest himself in good 
government in whatever way 
such conscience would direct. 

“But, not believing in regimen- 
tation, we feel the national gov- 
ernment should not usurp states’ 
rights, or individual rights that 
are outside the principles of a 
national democracy. In the past, 
the rugged individualism of our 
fathers overcame problems that 
we now depend upon the national 
government to overcome. As a 
result, many of us still hold to 
the belief that individual worth 
supersedes party loyalty.” 

Dr. Savage in conclusion ap- 
plied the principle of “coopera- 
tion without regimentation”, to 
“the evangelical aversion to Ro+ 
man Catholicism” and the “an- 
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Rita Finds 
Christ at Camp 


“I shall never forget the days I spent at 
the Christian Youth Camp,” testified Rita 
Delyiannidou. “That last night was the 
greatest of all because it was the night I 
accepted Christ. We were sitting around 
the fire which kept leaping higher and 
higher. As the flames rose, so did our en- 
thusiasm and we began to sing hymns. 
Then our Pastor, Rev. Argos Zodhiates, 
began to pray. At the beginning two girls 
confessed Christ and then a real miracle 
broke out. One after another the young 
people were confessing the Lord. It was as 
though the windows of Heaven were 
opened and God Himself were standing 
before us, bidding us to come to Him 
through His Son. Jesus Christ put His 
hand on my heart as well, and I dedicated 
it to Him. I said, ‘Lord, I give you my 
heart because I know that You can lead 
it best.’ ” 


This testimony could be multiplied over 
and over in the lives of the underprivi- 
leged Greek children who attend our 
Macedonian Youth Camp by the sea. They 
come there pale and undernourished; they 
leave with rosy cheeks and firm flesh. They 
come with all their childish sinful habits, 
acquired in the haunts of the very poor; 
they leave with Scripture verses and Chris- 
tian choruses on their lips instead of care- 
less oaths. And best of all, they leave with 
Christ in their hearts and the Word of 
God in their possession to take back to 
homes which in many instances are trans- 
formed by their testimonies and changed 
lives. 


This year we are expanding our facili- 
ties, putting up new buildings, purchasing 
new equipment. But how will these things 
become a reality, and how will these poor 
children be able to attend this “bit of 
heaven on earth,” unless we as Christians 
open our hearts to them and give them a 
month at camp this summer? In America 
such a project would seem far too costly, 
perhaps, but in Greece it can be done for 
only $15.00. Think of it—your little boy 
or girl (in spirit, at least) to be trans- 
ported from the crowded, dirty streets and 
poverty-stricken homes of the cities to the 
beautiful mountainous region bordering the 
blue Aegean Sea! Only $1.00 will provide 
20 Ibs. of nourishing U.S. Surplus food 
for these children. Ask the Lord what He 
would have you do. Send in your gift now. 
And it may be that Rita’s testimony will 
be echoed by some other child who has 
found salvation through Christ this sum- 
mer because you cared. 


Write to the American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., Dept. C, P.O. Box 423, New 
York 36, N. Y., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
General Secretary. (In Canada write to 90 
Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) 


swer to the rising power of 
Communism.” ; 

“No true evangelical Christian 
would ever countenance any at- 
tempt to bar Roman Catholics 
from propagating their tenets, 
because true evangelicals do not 
uphold the idea of coercion,” he 
said. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC 
PRESSURE 


“On the other hand, evangeli- 
cals are amazed at the spirit of 
Roman Catholicism in Spain, 
Colombia and other places, where 
murders, persecutions, and prop- 
erty destruction are excused with 
statements that these activities 
are carried on by local church 
units, rather than presenting the 
Catholic ideology. We respond to 
that with the question, ‘Then why 
does not the Pope publicly dis- 
claim and rebuke these local 
authorities ?’ 

“With the increasing pressure 
that the Roman Church is apply- 
ing to American government to 
obtain financial grants for church 
hospitals, church schools, in- 
creased Roman Catholic immi- 
gration, and other benefits, there 
is the ever-increasing threat to 
destroy one of our basic demo- 
cratic principles, the separation 
of church and state. Allegiance 
to the Pope is allegiance to a for- 
eign potentate, and this is un- 
American; such allegiance is also 
allegiance to a religious demigod, 
and this is anti-Christian.” 

In commenting on the inroads 
of the Roman Church into the 
American scene, Dr. Savage said, 
“T have with me an editorial from 
the March issue of the CONVERT- 
ED CATHOLIC by Dr. Montafio 
that I wish I could read but time 
won’t permit. However, I am go- 
ing to read some selections from 
a recent letter from Dr. Montafio: 


ON THE RECORD 


“ ‘Believe me, when a judge in 
the state of Kentucky rules that 
Roman Catholic nuns may teach 
in our public schools in their 
religious habits, it’s time for 
Protestant Christians to take 
action. 

“*When Public Welfare Funds 
in our large cities are channeled 
to Catholic charities rather than 
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directly to the individuals anf 
families in need, it’s time fgg : 


Protestant Christians to 
action. 

“‘*When Negroes in Ha 
must join the Roman Catholp 
Church if they hope to get ak 
in civil service jobs, it’s time 
Protestant Christians to tak 
action. 

“*When public tax money 5 
spent to transport Roman Cath. 
lic parochial school children, #; 
time for Protestant Christians 
take action. 

“*When a Protestant churdh 
cannot invite a converted Roma 
Catholic priest to address its cop. 
gregation for fear of reprisak 
on its businessmen, it’s time for 
Protestant Christians to tak 
action. 

“*When Roman Catholic nu 
encourage Catholic school chi} 
dren to sell lottery tickets in d 
rect defiance of State law, ifs 
time for Protestant Christians to 
take action. 

“*When an American magazine 
is forced to issue an apology for 
publishing a letter critical of the 
Roman Catholic Church in it 
‘letters to the editor’ column, ifs 
time for Protestant Christians to 
take action. 


“*When a spokesman for th 
Roman Catholic Church boasts 
that the prayers of the Church 
that America become a Catholic 
country are about to be answered 
and the Catholic Church to be 
come the dominant religious body 
in this country, it’s time for 
Protestant Christians to tak 
action. 

“‘*When Christian families in 
Colombia are thrown into prison 
for reading their Bible, it’s tim 
for Protestant Christians to take 
action. 

“*When the Knights of Colum 
bus can overrule public protest 
and erect a twenty-foot crucifix 
in a public park in Indiana, is 
time for Protestant Christians to 
take action.’ ” 


Dr. Savage, whose two-year 
term in office as the NAE pres 
dent ended April 12, is the pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Pontiat, 
Michigan, and is also a president 
of the Conservative Baptist asst 
ciation in America. END 
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a 7 Ex Post Facto Reasoning. 


“Many Protestants have a wrong 
“ike sttitude toward Our Lady because 
they hold inadequate beliefs 
bout our Lord. The Church it- 
gif did not really begin to see 
Mary in her full light until the 
problems about her Son had been 
deared up. It took half a millen- 
ium to settle those problems 
about His two natures, divine 
and human... This is why the 
greatest Marian doctrines did not 
begin to appear explicitly until 
the fifth and sixth centuries. 
They were contained in the doc- 
trines about her Son and could 
be seen clearly only after those 
were seen. 


Oliver Barres in 
The Catholic World, Feb. 1956 
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Political Shenanigans 


The notion that it is highly 
improper, if not downright un- 
sportsmanlike, to discuss criti- 
cally certain phases concerning 
the political manipulations of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy in the 
United States, is being adroitly 
promoted by the press essayists 
of the ever alert and peripatetic 
hierarchy. 

Certain Protestants, especially 
many Anglo-Catholics, within the 
Episcopal Church, have been con- 
vinced that silence about the 
political shenanigans of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church is the better 
part of valor. And the scrupulous 
observance of this self-imposed 
taboo whereby American non- 
Roman Catholics refrain from 
timely criticism of the hierarchy 
has the effect of creating a state 
of mind that it is manifestly the 
imperative duty for all good 
Americans to come to the aid of 
the Roman church by simply 
losing their critical faculties and 
vocal cords. 

Moreover, too’ many of our 
Protestant and other American 
leaders, in various fields of public 
endeavor, privately excoriate the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy for its 
insatiable greed for political 
power, yet remain stone silent in 
Voicing the same opinions pub- 
licly for fear of being categorized 
as fellow travelers of communists 
or are frightened into silence in 
order to avoid the odium of being 
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tagged as religious bigots. For it 
is never beneath the dignity of 
those unctuous members of the 
hierarchy, in their horrendous 
wrath, to equate opposition to or 
criticism of their imperious de- 
mands, with calculated treason 
and subversion. 


The Churchman, Jan. 15, 1956 


On Eliminating 


Competition 
New York—tThe so-called In- 
spiration Guild, which sold 
“Lourdes Water  rosaries”—a 


practice denounced by Church 
authorities as scandalous—now 
is soliciting contributions in ex- 
change for the water without 
the rosaries. 

Bishop Pierre-Marie Theas of 
Tarbes and Lourdes, in a 1951 
directive, said that “commercial- 
izing water from the Grotto of 
Lourdes is a scandal that must 
cease.” 

The self-styled inspiration 
Guild gives its address as “On 
Topper Lane, Levittown, N. Y.” 
It is sending letters signed 
“Anne French” to persons who 
bought “Lourdes Water rosa- 
ries.” 

The letters say that “Anne 
French” is “very happy to in- 
form you that I have reserved 
for you a generous quantity of 
SACRED WATER from the 
MIRACULOUS FOUNTAIN AT 
LOURDES, FRANCE.” 

The letters then continue in 
the bated-breath style of Inspi- 
ration Guild’s previous “sales 
pitches” : 

“Imagine holding in your 
hand, touching with your fingers, 
actually being able to apply to 
yourself or loved ones WATER 
FROM THE MIRACULOUS 
FOUNTAIN AT LOURDES, 
FRANCE—the exact place where 
ST. BERNADETTE saw the vi- 


sion of Our Blessed Mother...” 

And so on. The letters then 
assert that “I do not want to sell 
LOURDES WATER,” but that 
“if you desire, and this is volun- 
tary on your part, you may en- 
close a remittance to help defray 
the expenses involved in this 
project. .. . The amount of your 
contribution I leave to your con- 
science and to your individual 
means.” 

At the bottom of the letter is 
a form for ordering the water. 
Although the letter says that 
“our supply is limited,” it invites 
recipients to “list below and on 
the back those friends whom you 
think would appreciate receiving 
this letter.” 

Bishop Theas, in his denunci- 
ation of those who commercialize 
water from the Lourdes grotto, 
wrote: 

“Where is the respect due to 
the miraculous spring and to Our 
Lady of Lourdes? Let offenders 
understand my great grief at 
this state of affairs. They are 
the enemies of Lourdes and. of 
the Immaculate Virgin. .. . I 
know that the people of Lourdes 
share in my sorrow and suffer 
from the inroads of Satan.” 

(Official distributor of Lourdes 
water in this country is the 
Lourdes Bureau, 27 Isabella St., 
Boston, 16. The bureau is in 
charge of the Marist Fathers, 
and is authorized by Bishop 
Theas for the distribution of 
water from the miraculous 
spring.) (Catholic Universe Bul- 
letin, Nov. 18, 1955) 
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CANDLE OF 
THE MONTH 










The Feast of Our 
Lady of Mount Car- 
mel, which occurs on 
July 16, honors a 
piece of woolen cloth, 
called a scapular. 





























Cult of the Cloth © 


by FRANCIS J. KIEDA 


“I will greatly rejoice in Our Lady of Mount Carmel, my soul shall 
be joyful in the Blessed Virgin Mary, for she hath clothed me with 
the Carmelite scapular, she hath covered me with the sign of sal- 
vation.” 


In such a way does the Roman Church substitute Mary for 
Christ and religious garb (the scapular of an order) for a 
spiritual “garment” (the robe of Christ’s righteousness). 


How much more beautiful and meaningful is the original, 
which reads: 


“I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my 
God; for He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He 
hath covered me with the robe of righteousness.” (Isa. 61:10) 


T. SIMON STOCK was born of ally joined. Upon his return to 

noble English parentage in Europe, he became the head of 
1164. At the age of twelve he the Carmelite Order. 
embraced the hermitical way of One evening, while he was at 
life, making his home in the prayer, he beheld an apparition 
hollow of an oak tree in a deep again, accompanied by a cortege, 
forest. It was here that Mary extending to him the scapular 
supposedly appeared to him and worn by the Carmelite monks, 
revealed to him the existence of addressing him thus: “Receive, 
other hermits on Mount Carmel my dear son, this scapular of 
in Palestine, whom he eventu- your order as the distinctive sign 
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of my confraternity and ft 
mark of the privilege I have oh 
tained for you and the childrey 
of Carmel.” Simon Stock wag 
assured that the scapular was q 
“sign of salvation” and a “safe 
guard in danger.” 

The actual scapular, from the 
Latin scapula, meaning shoulder, 
is a part of the religious garb of 
monastic orders, worn over the 
regular habit or soutane. “It con. 
sists essentially of a piece of 
cloth about the width of the 
breast from one shoulder to the 
other (about fourteen to eigh 
teen inches), and of such 4 
length that it reaches not quite 
to the feet in front and behind.” 

In imitation of these large 
scapulars, small scapulars to be 
worn also by the laity were in. 
troduced, consisting “essentially 
of two quadrilateral segments of 
woolen cloth (about two and 
three-quarters inches long by 
two inches wide), connected with 
each other by two strings or 
bands in such a manner that, 
when the bands rest on the 
shoulders, the front segment 
rests before the breast, while the 
other hangs down an equal dis. 
tance at the back .. . The ma. 
terial of these two essential parts 
of the scapular must be of 
woven wool; the strings or bands 
may be of any material, and of 
any color.’? 

Thus the Roman Church legis- 
lates down to the last detail the 
scapular of which St. Simon is 
the purported originator. 
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INSURANCE AGAINST 
HELL-FIRE 


ig i ee tee eerie pall 


The Roman Breviary, which 
is read by priests daily, informs 
them of Mary’s promise that 
“those who die piously with this 
garb shall not suffer eternal 
fire.” How incompatible with 
Catholic dogma! And this from 
Mary who was recently pro 
claimed Queen of Heaven! 

Anyone dying “piously,” with- 
out the blemish of mortal sin, 
cannot go to hell, whether he 
wears a scapular or not. If the 
utterance attributed to Mary im 
the Breviary signifies anything, 
it means that those who fail to 
wear scapulars are in danger of 
ending up in hell, no matter how 
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last moments on 
garth. This is sheer nonsense, 
even in Roman Catholic parlance. 

A recent writer poses the 
following questions: “Does the 
wearing of a scapular guarantee 
exemption from mortal sin or 
the certainty of repentance be- 
fore death? If so, what becomes 
of free will? The sacrament of 
penance avails to absolve from 
mortal sin. Can a double piece of 
woollen cloth, piously worn, have 
the same effect? Perhaps all the 
Blessed Virgin Mary intended to 
say was that scapular-wearing 
can give sufficient grace to resist 
temptation to grave sin, provid- 
ed the sinner does not abuse his 
free will. But though no theo- 
jogian could find a flaw in the 
orthodoxy of this interpretation, 
it would certainly damp the en- 
thusiasm of intending purchas- 
ers of scapulars.”* 


DOUBLE INDEMNITY 


It is related that Pope John 
XXII also had a vision of Mary, 
in which she addressed him as 
“John, Vicar of My Son” and 
directed him to make it known 
that all who should wear the 
scapular would be delivered 
from purgatory on the Saturday 
after their death. This is the 
famous Sabbatine Privilege ema- 
nating from the apocryphal Bull 
of John XXII, March 3, 1322. 

According to this document, 
Mary asked John to ratify the 
indulgences that Christ had al- 
ready permitted in heaven. Mem- 
bers of the Carmelite Order 
were to benefit by a plenary in- 
dulgence (full remission of pun- 
ishment due to sin), while those 
enrolled in the Confraternity 
were to gain a partial indul- 
gence, that is, a third part of 
the temporal punishment (on 
earth or in purgatory) due to 
their sins would be done away 
with. Mary herself would de- 
scend on the Saturday after 
their demise and free them from 
the fires of purgatory. 

The Pope concludes this Bull 
with these words: “This holy 
indulgence I therefore accept; I 
confirm and ratify it on earth, 
just as Jesus Christ has gra- 
ciously granted it in heaven on 
account of the merits of the 
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Virgin Mother.’’* 

The Carmelite monk Balduin- 
us Leersius (died in 1483) is the 
first to make any reference to 
the Bull.® Another Carmelite 
rejected it.® 

The authenticity of the papal 
document was denied by a Jesuit, 
Daniel Papebroch, who wrote a 
treatise against it. Popes Alex- 
ander V, Clement VII, Pius V, 
Gregory XIII, and Paul V, on 
the other hand, ratified the Bull. 
A decree of the Holy Office, 
dated January 20, 1613, under 
Pope Paul V, allows the Car- 
melites to abide by the conces- 
sions of Pope John’s Bull. 

The Congregation of Indul- 
gences, July 4, 1908, gives a 
summary of the Sabbatine priv- 
ilege: “It is permitted to the 
Carmelite Fathers to preach that 
the Christian people may pious- 
ly believe in the help which the 
souls of brothers, and members, 
who have departed this life in 
charity, have worn throughout 
life the scapular, have ever ob- 
served chastity, have recited the 
Little Hours of the Blessed Vir- 
gin, or, if they cannot read, have 
observed the fast days of the 
Church, and have abstained 
from flesh meat on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays (except when 
Christmas falls on such days), 
may derive after death—espe- 
cially on Saturdays, the day con- 
secrated by the Church to the 
Blessed Virgin—through the un- 
ceasing intercession of Mary, 
her pious petitions, her medals, 
and her special protection.” 


MEDALS FOR 
CONVENIENCE 


There are other scapulars in 
use in the Church of Rome, 
though these are not as popular 
as the one treated above. The 
following may be mentioned: 
the one given by the Trinitarian 
monks, the Servite Order of 
Priests, who inscribe people into 
the Confraternity of the Scapu- 
lar of the Seven Dolors of Mary; 
the Scapular of the Immaculate 
Conception, propagated by Ur- 
sula Benincasa, and given by the 
Theatine Priests (Clerks Regu- 
lar); the Scapular of the Pas- 
sion, originated by a Sister of 
Charity in Paris, and given by 


the Vincentian Order of priests; 
the Scapular of St. Michael the 
Archangel; the Scapular of St. 
Benedict; the Scapular of St. 
Joseph; and the Scapular of the 
Mother of Good Counsel. 

Instead of the regular scapu- 
lar of wool, so-called scapular 
medals may be worn for conven- 
ience’ sake, around the neck or 
anywhere around one’s person. 
According to a rule, the medal 
must be blessed by a priest hav- 
ing the same faculties (authori- 
zation) to bless and invest with 
the scapular, which the medal is 
to supplant. Identical privileges 
and indulgences are attached to 
scapular medals. 


*“. . . ALL FOR SIN 
COULD NOT ATONE” 


Evangelical Christians cannot 
accept the necessity of any hu- 
man agency, Pope or bishop, 
extending to men the merits of 
Christ as a recompense for peni- 
tential works, fasting, or the 
wearing of scapulars—all un- 
Biblical innovations. Paul, writ- 
ing to the Galatians (2:16), 
says: “Knowing that a man is 
not justified by the works of the 
law but through faith in Jesus 
Christ, even we believed on 
Jesus Christ, that we might be 
justified by faith in Christ, and 
not by the works of the law: be- 
cause by the works of the law 
shall no flesh be justified.” 

Nothing a man can do is able 
to save him. True Christianity 
is not a bootstrap religion. Only 
the power of God, working 
through the agency of His Holy 
Spirit, can in any way change a 
man for the better and make it 
possible for him to be saved 
from the power of death and de- 
struction, which is the result of 
sin. In the words of that famous 
hymn by Augustus Toplady: 


“Not the labors of my hands 
Can fulfill Thy law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 


“Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress, 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
(Continued on page 25) 
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EYES OF THE WORLD 


Spiritual Bouquet for the Pope 


To honor Pius XII’s eightieth 
birthday, more than nineteen 
million spiritual offerings were 
made in the United States by all 
Catholics combined. The over-all 
figure comprehends a “spiritual 
bouquet” made out of 537,789 
Masses, 570,246 Communions, 
421,781 Rosaries, 215,866 Sta- 
tions of the Cross, and 14,905,366 
ejaculations. 


New Changes, Old Pattern 


Msgr. Julio Caicedo Tellez, 
Bishop of Cali, in his pre-lenten 
talk styled Protestants in Colom- 
bia as a “most grave danger.” 
Among other things the Bishop 
said that “the most alarming 
(consequence) is that upon up- 
rooting them from the Catholic 
faith they throw them into the 
abyss of unbelief, religious in- 
difference and practical atheism.” 

The facts are altogether mis- 
represented, for evangelical be- 
lievers in Colombia are the most 
devout followers of their faith 
in Jesus Christ. Evidently the 
Bishop knows this, because earli- 
er in his discourse he declared 
that he was warning the Catholic 
Church because of the “weak, 
sickly and almost dead spiritual 
life of the greater part of the 
flock committed to our care.” 

Further on the Bishop said: 
“Protestants, foreign and nation- 
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als, who have joined themselves 
to communism and other leftist 
factions, have had no small part 
in political disturbances and dis- 
turbances of public order.” 
Doubtless, this is just another 
endeavor to link Protestants in 
Colombia with left-wing liberal 
political groups which have been 
operating against the totalitarian 
form of Colombian government. 


The Gospel in Ireland 


A new spirit seems to be grow- 
ing up in Ireland, a spirit of in- 
quiry, of more liberal thought, 
and a general willingness to re- 
ceive the Scriptures. This is 
summed up in the words of a 
colporteur who has been connect- 
ed with the Irish Mission (Pres- 
byterian) for many years: 
“Never in the memory of anyone 
was there the same opportunity 
for colportage and the proclama- 
tion of the Gospel in Ireland.” 

During the year 1955 col- 
porteurs from this mission visit- 
ed 20,093 homes, 16,281 of which 
were Roman Catholic. Their sales 
were 29,746, of which 17,966 
were Scriptures sold to Roman 
Catholics. 

The Mission reports that there 
is no apparent change of heart 
on the part of the hierarchy but 
there is certainly a change on the 
part of the people, who are pre- 
pared to buy the Scriptures and 
listen to the Gospel message. 
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Parochial Schools Favored 


Latest information reveal 
that eleven of thirty-two counties 
in New Mexico are transporting 
parochial pupils at public ex 
pense, on the basis of the per 
missive statute enacted only last 
year. County commissioners of 
the eleven counties agree with 
the attorney general that it ig 
perfectly legal. Some Protestant 
groups are protesting vigorously, 

This movement will spread 
over the entire state unless politi. 
cal as well as court action ig 


At 


taken. The officials referred to 


above are looking toward the 
next election day, and it is time 
that all voters do the same. New 
Mexico in the long run will get 
exactly what the majority of her 


voting population demand on § 


their ballots. 


Which Bible? 


The Epiphany Church, Roman 
Catholic, of Cliffside Park, New 
Jersey, offered to supply Bibles 
for use in every classroom of the 
public school system. The Rey. 
Joseph C. Manz, administrator 
of the church, advanced the offer 
in a letter addressed to the Board 
of Education, predominantly 
composed of Roman Catholics, 
Stating that he was aware of the 
State law requiring the reading 
of a passage from the Bible each 
day, Rev. Manz emphasized the 
fact that the Protestant King 
James version was used in the 
public schools of the town, where 
from 50 to 80 per cent of the 
pupils in each class are Catholic. 


The priest declared that read- 
ing from a Protestant Bible is 
“contrary to and forbidden by 
their religious belief.” He con- 
cluded his letter by saying that 
his church would provide 4 
Roman Catholic Douay-Rheims 
Bible, of the Confraternity Edi- 
tion, for each room of the five 
public school buildings. Nothing 
was said of the 20 to 50 per cent 
of the pupils in each class who 
are not Catholic and who might 
be offended by the Catholic Bible. 
No final decision was rendered 
by the Board. By a five to three 
vote, the members of the board 
postponed the matter for further 
study. 
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“Hye State: Rich Uncle? 
Is } A bill which would have pro- 
wed a ten-million-dollar State 
d from which private and 
rochial schools and colleges 
d borrow money for construc- 
n projects at reduced rates has 
mn defeated in the New Hamp- 
ire Legislature. The adver- 
ries of the bill were successful 
their argument that it would 
“unfair for private schools to 
e money at the expense of the 
’ te.”’ 


ssuistry Exemplified 


“As far as gambling in itself 
es, it is not wrong from a 
moral standpoint in certain re- 
pects, and if a statute exists to 
wvern such activities, it should 
le upheld,” declares Mr. George 
McGough, new Bingo Commis- 
joner of Legalized Games of 
Chance Control Commission of 
New Jersey. Mr. McGough is a 
graduate of St. Peter’s College 
md Fordham School of Law 
(Jesuit) where his thinking was 
molded to conform to the stand- 
ards of his church. 


SHS FB e8SCRTAS SRST Ra Tr Temes 


Where Marriages Are Undone 


The Sacred Roman Rota, Vati- 
tan court of appeals from di- 
wesan marriage courts, handed 
down 251 decisions during 1955, 
acording to the Vatican Press 
Office. Of these decisions, 247 
dealt with petitions for declara- 
tions of nullity of marriages. In 
108 cases, a declaration of nullity 
was issued ; in 139 the validity of 
the marriage was upheld. These 
%l cases were screened from the 
very many decisions in this mat- 
a are settled at a diocesan 

el. 


Evangelicals on the Alert in Detroit 


In Detroit, the City Council of 
Qak Park passed a resolution 
aking citizens and businessmen 
to contribute to a city-sponsored 
fund to help rebuild Our Lady of 
Fatima Roman Catholic Church 
destroyed by fire recently. The 
Council implemented its action 
by requesting the Mayor to ap- 
point a committee to head up the 
drive. 

The Council’s action was op- 
posed by the Greater Detroit 
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Evangelical Ministers’ Fellow- 
ship. Rev. Don Rogers, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, Oak 
Park, acted as the representative 
to support the GDEM’S stand. 
Many Catholics, Jews and Prot- 
estants in the surrounding area 
expressed sentiments of agree- 
ment and appreciation to the 
Fellowship. 

The City Council of Oak Park 
was constrained to rescind its 
action, making a public state- 
ment to the effect that it did not 
intend its action to be a violation 
of the principle of Church-State 
separation. Subsequently, its 
Committee was dissolved. 


Hee reer 
s 


PLEASE NOTE 
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On the School Battleground 


A bill which would provide 
textbooks and school supplies at 
public expense to pupils attend- 
ing any tuition-free public or 
parochial school has been ap- 
proved by the Massachusetts 
State Legislature. 

Rep. Stephen T. Chmura, 
Democrat from Holyoke, who ob- 
tained substitution for an adverse 
report by the committee on edu- 
cation, said that about 135,000 
Massachusetts school children 
would be involved at a cost of 
$1,628,000. Rep. James De Nor- 
mandie, Republican from Lincoln, 
said that the cost to the tax- 
payers would be closer to $4,- 
000,000, adding that the state 
constitution would be violated. 

According to the 46th amend- 
ment to the state constitution, 
public tax money may not be used 
“for the purpose of founding, 
maintaining or aiding” any 
private institution, including 
schools. The same amendment 
also says that all money raised 
by taxation for public schools 
“shall be applied in, and expend- 
ed for, no other schools.” 


Acts of Catholic Action 


While he was conducting a 
church service in Aprilia, near 
Rome, Rev. Rodolfo Bertini, 
Churches of Christ pastor, and 
several of his congregation were 
injured by the townsfolk, who 
raided the church and disrupted 
the service. The local police res- 
cued the pastor and Fausto 
Salvoni, ex-priest, who was to 
address the congregation, and 
escorted them to Rome. 

According to complaints lodged 
with the Italian authorities, 
young men belonging to a local 
Catholic Action group broke into 
the church, created an uproar, 
and started a free-for-all fist 
fight. 


Vatican Policy Criticized 


The first move of Roman Cath- 
olic novelist Graham Breene, up- 
on his return from a visit to 
Poland, was to publicize in the 
London Sunday Times an article 
criticizing the attitude of the 
Vatican toward that country. 
Speaking of the recently acquired 
Western Territories and the poli- 
cies pursued there by the Vati- 
can, the celebrated English 
novelist said: “At the present 
moment, the Vatican policy seems 
directed as much against the 
Catholic people of Poland as 
against the Communist Govern- 
ment.” 


Catholics Close Schools 


In a decree issued December 
22, the Portuguese Government 
took steps to eradicate all Prot- 
estant-affiliated schools in Por- 
tuguese East Africa. The decree 
orders that all teachers in mis- 
sion schools must have a diploma 
from a normal school. But the 
government limits the enrollment 
in the normal schools to Catho- 
lics only ; consequently—with the 
exception of converts who previ- 
ously attended the normal schools 
—Protestants are automatically 
cut out of teaching. This govern- 
mental decision follows, by two 
years, the declaration of the Por- 
tuguese Archbishop to the effect 
that the government must elimi- 
nate all faiths in order to protect 
the Roman Catholic Church. 





TURNING POINT 


From Priest te Radio Evangelist 


by Dr. Gaspar Langella 


Manuel Garrido Aldama’s life-history finds its beginning in a 
social and religious setting very much like that of the founder of the 
Jesuits, Ignatius of Loyola. Both were born in a home of long Basque 
ancestry, in a family environment of strictest Catholic observance. 
Both brought to their vocation that determination of character which 
is typical of all Basques. But while Loyola—after the siege of 
Pamplona—becomes the paladin of the papal system, Aldama is 
called to be the herald of God’s salvation and mercy on the air. 


N TRYING TO TRACE Aldama’s 

life, the forces and the people 
influential in his development, one 
must keep in mind the tightly- 
knit structure of the family unit 
in North Spain and its traditional 
set of customs strictly depending 
on church-centered discipline. The 
chief influence on the young 
Aldama was exercised by a 
strong-willed and possessive 
mother who in her misguided 
religiosity sees in her boys a 
means of fulfilling her religious 
tendencies. 

Following the medieval prac- 
tice of offering one of the children 
to God as a holocaust for the 
privilege of having had them 
from God, Aldama’s mother 
prompts her children to follow 
an ecclesiastical career. Backed 
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by her Mother Superior sister, 
over and over again the mother 
presents to the inexperienced 
minds of her children the great 
honor of serving God as a priest. 
When the eldest son fails to go 
through his seminary curriculum, 
the pressure is put on little Man- 
uel. Only eleven years of age and 
completely unaware of the com- 
mitments implicit in the Catholic 
priesthood, the young Aldama 
is sent to Madrid to begin his 
thirteen-year-long training as a 
priest. 


THE CORPSE HAS DOUBTS 


In Madrid, Manuel Garrido 
Aldama undergoes the thorough 
indoctrination and the ascetic 
initiation that are prerequisite to 
the Catholic priesthood. All young 


candidates for the ranks of gilt! 
Catholic hierarchy are told tat 
they do not belong to themselygyt®© 
any longer but to God only, (yy: 
whose service they are dedicatingt ™® 
themselves. They are told th 
the only purpose of their lives 
to work for God’s glory. To ¢ 
end, they must deny their spi. 
itual and intellectual freedom 
behalf of those who “lawfullpgary 
represent God on earth. in 
The effect of this purposefypi! 
lengthy education is to mold th 
young and inexperienced mit 
into passive tools of an @ 
powerful church organization} 
The superiors make sure of tha™ 
annihilation of all desire for f 
inquiry. This lengthy process ggdet 
indoctrination leads to the idejgd 
so crisply expressed by Ignatj 
of Loyola, that a subject must 
in the hands of his superiors 
“a corpse in the hands of thw 
caretakers.” A knowledge of thig5in 
refined psychological preparati 
helps one understand how you 
men, intelligent and cultured 
they may be, can accept all thgior 
dicta of ecclesiastical authorityjd. 
even if repugnant to their conga! 
science or their good sense. bis 
However, to the disappointy™ 
ment of those concerned, 
long period of brainwashing ai cic 
doctrinal build-up failed cc 
pletely to mold the young Aldan 
into the prototype cherished } 
his superiors. On the very eve 
his priestly ordination, Mani 
confides to his ordaining bishg 
all his theoretical doubts abe 
and psychological resistance 
what is to take place the follow 
ing day. Complacently, the bish 
orders the balking Manuel | 
spurn those thoughts as a ten 
tation from the evil one. 
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CHANGE OF PLANS — 


And so the young Ald 
yields his will and submits to @ 
consecrating oils. A priest ndv 
he leaves the shaded pageantry a ¢ 
the Madrid cathedral to step omg° 
into the stark sunshine of Spang’ 
ish life, only to find that he i 
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fish out of water in that chur 
he has just professed to sen 
forever. On his first appointmel I 
in a small college town of Nor 
Spain, he narrowly misses @ 
canonical fires when his sermt 
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su the subject of Peter’s primacy 
entures onto the borderline of 
_seclesiastical orthodoxy. Thought- 
smully, a liberal-minded physician, 
~mmember of his audience, warns 
im to be more careful in the 
ure. 
hi Harassed by the conformist 
sppmititude of his colleagues and re- 
atful of the stifling contempo- 
atmosphere, the young man 
ries to break through the stiff 
~eircle of customs and allegiances 
Wy going abroad. After a short 
in Philadelphia, however, 
Idama comes back to Spain at 
: insistence of his possessive 
F thee’ other. 
But the stale climate of a so- 
and life frozen in their 
idagchurch-centeredness proved to be 
mambearable for the young priest, 
who for the first time seriously 
thinks of leaving that church for 
' twawhose service he was ordained. 
‘thsince England seems a suitable 
gaplace where he can carry out his 
ision without endangering 
himself or his family, he leaves 
ia for London. Once there, in charge 
of a small congregation, he sends 
aletter of resignation to the local 
bishop. Invited to talk the matter 
wer with the Catholic authori- 
ties, he senses a trap and judi- 
ously spurns the offer. 



































































































ON THE DAMASCUS ROAD 


Coming out of the Roman 
aCatholic Church was for Manuel 
anegative process of demolition. 
All the overstructural artifacts 
that were choking his spiritual 
fan had to be removed. That 
_Bprocess of demolition was to con- 
‘i stitute the necessary premise for 
the ex-priest’s return to the sim- 
plicity of the Gospel. 
Disillusioned and without con- 
victions, on the brink of atheism, 
Manuel steps into a London 
ama church where a Canadian bishop 
o tha is delivering a sermon on the re- 
news birth in Christ. That Anglical 
a cathedral was Aldama’s Damas- 
) o§ Us road. It was as though the 
‘pak mon was being preached to the 
jg individual, to him, Manuel Gar- 
tido Aldama. It was so direct and 
ore COgent and searched so deeply 
atm the innermost thoughts of the 
young Spaniard that he. experi- 
the renovation of his inner 
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It was a painful yet sweet ex- 
perience, for if his ego was shat- 
tered by the sword of the Word, 
it was at the same time cleansed 
and healed. Above all, he reached 
that ineffable assurance of divine 
forgiveness. He was a new man. 
He had a new perspective, a new 
grid of convictions. He was no 
longer alone in the world, at the 
mercy of a humanly constituted 
cast. 

He had awakened to the reali- 
zation of a Divine Comforter, of 
a Companion for this life and the 
hereafter. No longer would he 
experience that loneliness of 
heart that ceremonialism and 
sacramentalism were unable to 
fill. 


It is little wonder that, when 
invited by the Anglican Bishop 
of London to join the High 
Church of England, Aldama was 
unwilling to accept a proposal 
that would have put him in a 
religious setting so similar to the 
one he had just left. The young 
convert disliked the very idea of 
having to say Mass again and 
carry on with a ceremonialism 
which he had outgrown. Conse- 
quently, he left the historical 
Fulham Palace (residence of the 
Anglican bishops of London) 
never to return there again. 


“DEATH TO 
THE PROTESTANT!”’ 


By this time, Aldama had mar- 
ried and was engaged in secular 
activity. Yet the thought of his 
fellow-countrymen isolated from 
the Gospel of Christ and starving 
for the Word of God would not 
give him peace. After contacting 
representatives of the Evangeli- 
cal Union of South America, 
Aldama attended the Bible Train- 
ing Institute at Glasgow, Scot- 
land. Under the guidance of Dr. 
David McIntyre, the saintly di- 
rector of the Institute, he became 
soundly established in Evangeli- 
cal doctrine and piety. At the 
completion of the course, he ac- 
cepted his first call—in Lima, 

For twelve years amid hard- 
ships and threats, he labored to 
spread the Kingdom of God over 
the Andes. In Muquiyauyo, he 
barely escaped being murdered 
by a mob of fanatics, whom the 





local priest had prepared for the 
assault by getting them intoxi- 
cated with alcohol. While the mob 
was breaking into the hall crying 
“Muera el Protestante”’ (Death 
to the Protestant!) Manuel was 
spirited away under the poncho 
(native cloak like a blanket with 
a slit for the head) of one of his 
companions. Though slanderously 
accused many times and ar- 
raigned over and over again be- 
fore the police commissioner, he 
never failed to give his testimony 
of God’s grace and mercy. 


N HIS MISSIONARY ENDEAVORS on 

the Latin American continent, 
Aldama was associated with two 
of the outstanding missionaries 
of Peru, Mr. John Ritchie and 
Dr. Walter M. Montafio. When in 
Peru he succeeded Mr. Ritchie 
in the management of the only 
Evangelical bookstore in the 
country and also in the publica- 
tion of Evangelical magazines, 
which later was directed by Dr. 
Montajio. In a memorable way he 
cooperated enthusiastically in the 
building of the first Evangelical 
church, of which Dr. Montajio 
became the first pastor. 

Thus far, Aldama had followed 
the time-honored pattern of per- 
sonal-contact evangelism, engag- 
ing in long trips over the snow- 
capped mountains to reach the 
hamlets scattered along the 
valleys, as far as the headwaters 
of the Amazon river. While on 
an evangelistic trip in Colombia 
he came to know for the first 
time the splendid work carried 
on through the gospel ministry of 
a radio station known as “The 
Voice of the Andes.” Aware of 
the tremendous possibilities con- 
nected with the use of radio 
broadcasts, he went to Quito, 
Ecuador, to meet Clarence W. 
Jones, founder and director of 
the missionary radio station. 


ON THE AIR 


This new experience made him 
understand that the radio could 
be used as a powerful instrument 
for reaching a far wider circle 
of listeners. The trip to Quito 
was a turning point in Aldama’s 
missionary career. It was like the 
opening of a door to a ministry 
for which God had prepared His 
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Out of Bondage 


No LONGER can I remain a Roman Catholic. 

Why? Because I no longer march in the 
same direction as Rome. Catholicism is the 
result of a long evolution, still unfinished, in 
which errors are mixed with undeniable 
truths. Catholicism has bound itself by itself. 
It cannot go in any other direction than that 
which it has irrevocably chosen, without deny- 
ing itself. It has cut its bridges and cannot 
now repent. This evolution carries it daily 
further from the teaching of Christ and the 
apostles. The promulgation of the dogma of 
the Assumption is a new stage, awaiting still 
others. 

I can no longer be Roman Catholic since I 
can no longer subscribe to doctrine which does 
not accept the witness of Scripture. All that 
is of Christ receives this witness, as Christ 
Himself received it. To support tradition by 
the authority of the Church and the authority 
of the Church by tradition is a vicious circle. 

I can no longer be a Roman Catholic because 
the doctrine of Christ is infinitely richer than 





by Dr. GABRIEL MILLON former Carmelite priest 


I cannot longer be Roman Catholic because 
I cannot associate in the prostitution of the 
Church nor in its relations with the powers 
of darkness. Not only does Rome seek support 
from the world but relations with the dead. 
Around the cult of “saints” and prayers for 
the dead a formidable spiritual system has 
been organized. It is one of the sins which 
provoked the destruction of Canaan. Catholic 
miracles are impure. Lourdes is one of the 
capitals of this impurity. 

And if I have anything to say to my 
brethren who are still in the bondage of 
Rome, it is not to invite them to sit down in 
the shadow of a Calvin or a Wesley, but to 
pass on beyond . . . to go back to the Master. 
The Reformation must begin again after three 
hundred years of stagnation and even decom- 
position. In a resolute abandonment of Catho- 
lic errors, as well as Protestant ones, of 
Catholic traditions as also Protestant, it must 
recover, in the absolute of God’s will, the 
power to start again the march of the multi- 


Catholic theology .. . 


servant, without his knowing it. 

After resigning from the Evan- 
gelical Union of South America, 
he joined Mr. Jones in Quito at 
his pioneer radio station. Initi- 
ating two daily radio programs, 
he lent zeal and impetus to the 
missionary approach. The re- 
action to these broadcasts was 
violent and immediate. Hundreds 
of phone calls and letters reached 
the station daily to express the 
gratitude of those who had lis- 
tened to the programs. Remark- 
ably enough, even Catholic nuns 
and priests, unaware of the Prot- 
estant background of the broad- 
casts, wrote to congratulate 
Aldama for his messages. 

On the other hand, the Catholic 
episcopacy in neighboring Peru 
(where Protestant broadcasts 
were forbidden by law and yet 
were easily transmitted from 
Ecuador) began to protest in an 
effort to move the Catholic Prim- 
ate of Ecuador to take some 
political step to put an end to the 
“annoying” programs. But those 
attempts to silence the station 
whose initials were HCJB (Her- 
alding Christ Jesus’ Blessings) 
were destined to be unsuccessful. 
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tudes now seated in the shadow of death. 


It is hard to outline all the 
manifold ways in which the Lord 
used the radio station to reach 
far-distant people and those who 
otherwise would never have been 
reached because of the stiff social 
taboos still existing in South 
America. Aldama could recount 
many instances of isolated people 
who had been reached by his 
ministry, such as the telegraph 
man alone in the Andean Moun- 
tains who was converted through 
the continuous ministry of the 
radio station, or the son of one 
of the Presidents of the Republic 
of Ecuador, who in a moment of 
distress found Christ and happi- 
ness through a message broadcast 
by Aldama. To enlarge the span 
of his ministry, he even broad- 
casted to Indians in their native 
Quechua language. The returns of 
this multiform ministry have 
been recorded in an _ autobio- 
graphical book, with the eye- 
catching title From Roman Priest 
to Radio Evangelist (printed by 
the Zondervan Publishing 
House). 

The life-history of Manuel 
Garrido Aldama clearly shows 
how God’s ways are not our 


ways. The young boy who pr 


pared himself for the Catholi 
priesthood could never have sus 
pected at that time that the Lon 
had His eyes on Him and that 
circumstances apparently irre 
vant were all within a pattem 
that a Divine Hand had wove 
in advance. Like David, who @ 
the time he defied and conquerel 
Goliath could not suspect that th 
act was in preparation for th 
role God had in store for him; 
like Moses, who at the time hk 
was managing his father-in-law’ 
herds was maturing for that 
leadership to which God woull 
soon call him—young Manuel hai 
been prepared by the Lord for his 
ensuing fruitful ministry on th 
air. 

Just as Paul, a convert himself, 
used every available means @ 
travel to spread the Good News 
so Manuel Garrido Aldama in’ 
different age used every available 
technological advance to preach 
the Gospel to the people of th 
“Forgotten Continent.” His work 
in the field of radio evangeli 
has yielded precious fruit for t 
Kingdom of God. His achie 
ments are there to stay. zl 
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| question ? mark 


by Angelo Lo Vallo and Francis J. Kieda 


Question: What does the Ro- 
nan Catholic Church teach about 
the judgment of men after death? 

Answer: The Roman Church 
holds that God will judge men 
twice after death. The two judg- 
ments are called Particular Judg- 
ment and the General Judgment. 
The former occurs immediately 
after a person dies; the latter will 
happen immediately after the 
general resurrection. 


Question: What is the differ- 
ence between the regular and sec- 
ular priests of the Roman Church. 

Answer: A regular priest is one 
who is bound by vows and by a 
rule of community life, as follows: 
(1) He takes four vows, namely, 
obedience, celibacy, daily reading 
of the breviary, and poverty; (2) 
he is under the jurisdiction of the 
religious superior of his Religious 
Order, Society, or Congregation, 
and not under the rule of a dio- 
cesan bishop; (3) he is not in- 
cardinated (i.e., attached) to a 
diocese, and thus is subject to be 
changed from one diocese to an- 
other, from one state to another, 
and from one country to another; 
and (4) he is obligated to carry 
out the statutes of the particular 
order or congregation to which he 
belongs regarding dress, food, and 
the employment of his time. 

A secular priest, however, is 
not bound by vows or by a rule of 
community life. On the contrary, 
according to Roman Catholic Can- 
on Law, he is supposed to be in 
the world, in that he is charged 
with the cure of souls of a partic- 
ular diocesan church, but not of 
the world. The following distin- 
guishes the secular priest from 
the regular; (1) he takes only 
three oaths, namely, obedience, 
celibacy, and the daily reading of 
the breviary (he does not take an 
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oath of poverty; because of this, 
every secular priest is paid a 
monthly salary for his services) ; 
(2) he is under the jurisdiction 
of his diocesan bishop; and (3) 
he is incardinated to a diocese, 
that is, he is attached to his dio- 
cese in such a way that he cannot 
be transferred to another without 
his free consent. 


Question: Jn discussing immor- 
al conditions prevalent in church 
and society at the time of the 
Reformation in the sixteenth cen- 
tury, my Roman Catholic neigh- 
bor asserted that things were not 
as bad as Protestant Reformers 
and bigots would have us believe. 
Could you furnish me with data 
from official Roman Catholic 
sources, depicting the true nature 
of the conditions existing at that 
particular time? 


Answer: The statement made 
by your neighbor is the usual 
stock answer given by many Ro- 
man Catholics who are ignor- 
ant of their Church’s history and 
theology. 


However, Pope Hadrian VI, in 
his letter read by his legate Bish- 
op Francis Cheregato of Teramo 
at the diet of Nuremburg in 1522, 
honestly confessed: “I deplore 
with you, my brethren, the diffi- 
cult situation into which the 
crimes of the clergy and the cor- 
ruption of the morals of the Ro- 
man Pontiffs have led us; for 
some years we have found noth- 
ing but abuses, excesses, and 
abominations in the administra- 
tion of spiritual things; the con- 
tagion has passed from the head 
to the members, from pontiffs to 
prelates, from these last, to mere 
clerks and monks, so that it would 
be difficult to find a single priest 
who was exempt from simony, 


robbery, adultery, and sodomy. I 
hope, however, by the aid of God, 
to reform this deplorable condi- 
tion, and regenerate the Roman 
court; I solemnly pledge myself to 
it. But the evil is so great, that 
I can only walk step by step to the 
cure.” (Louis Marie De Cormen- 
in, A Complete History of the 
Popes of Rome _ [Philadelphia, 
1851] Vol. 11, pp, 190, 191. De- 
Cormenin is a Roman Catholic 
historian.) 


Question: Js it true that some 
popes have condemned the Bible 
Societies? 

Answer: Yes, it is. The popes 
condemned Bible Societies be- 
cause they claim that they alone 
with the Bishops possess all au- 
thority to teach and interpret the 
Scriptures and that all authority 
to publish new versions of the 
Bible must emanate from them. 

It was Pope Pius VIII, in 1830, 
who declared the printing presses 
and houses from which British 
and American Bible Societies 
printed and distributed the Scrip- 
tures to be “centers of pestiferous 
infection.” 

Pope Gregory XVI, in 1844, ap- 
proved the action of his predeces- 
sor in condemning Bible societies, 
while Pope Pius IX even went so 
far as to employ abusive language 
in his encyclical “Qui Pluribus” 
of November 9, 1846. “These 
crafty Bible Societies, which re- 
new the ancient guile of heretics, 
cease not to trust their Bibles 
which have been translated 
against the laws of the church, 
and often contain false explana- 
tions of the text.” 

The truly crafty ones are those 
interpreters of the Word of God 
who twist numerous texts of Holy 
Writ to serve their own ends and 
dogmas. 








Question: What do Catholics 
mean by the term “Sacrament” ? 

Answer: According to the Ro- 
man Catholic catechism: “A Sac- 
rament is defined as being an out- 
ward sign of inward grace, 
instituted by Jesus Christ for the 
sanctification of souls.” The words 
“an outward sign” indicate a sym- 
bolic rite, such as pouring of wa- 
ter in baptism or an anointing, 
which represents to the external 
senses the production of inner 
grace; in other words, a spiritual 
effect is produced in the soul by 
the corporeal sign. Thus, a Sac- 
rament becomes a means of ob- 
taining grace or gaining salva- 
tion. 

Evangelical Christians consider 
this explanation as a form of 
righteousness by works, which is 
contrary to the clear teaching of 
the Scriptures. 
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: A preacher in St. Pat- 
rick’s Cathedral recently declared 
that the special priesthood of the 
clergy and the universal priest- 
hood of the laity had been co- 
existent essential elements of the 
church since its founding. Is this 
scriptural? 

Answer: The teaching that 
there exists in the New Testa- 
ment a special, sacrificing priest- 
hood has no Biblical warranty. 
There is no indication anywhere 
in the Gospels that Christ insti- 
tuted a new priesthood. He made 
no distinction in the body of be- 
lievers, for He said, “I am the 
Vine, ye are the branches,” re- 
ferring to Himself and the be- 
lievers, without any intermediary. 
The New Testament says nothing 
about a class or body of priests 
(as in the Old Law) chosen from 
among the believers. The New 
Testament priesthood is composed 
of all believers, with Christ as 
High Priest. Christians compose 
“a spiritual house, an holy priest- 
hood.” (1 Peter 2: 15). 

A priesthood in any exclusive 
sense of the term is entirely con- 
trary to the scheme of the new 
dispensation. As it exists in the 
Roman Church, it is a gangrenous 
growth in the Christian religious 
system. Peter emphasizes the per- 
fect equality and priesthood of all 
believers, signifying thereby the 
free and unobstructed access of 
penitent sinners to God through 
Christ. 


Question: Why is the Pope also 
acclaimed as King? 

Answer: When the Pope ap- 
pears in St. Peter’s Basilica on 
any festive occasion, such as the 
canonization of a saint, many 
people in the crowd shout “Eviva 
il Papa e Re!” — “Long live the 
Pope and King!” The Pope today 
is actually an earthly ruler, a 
king, in his Vatican domain, as he 
has been in the Papal States for 
over ten centuries, from Charle- 
magne’s concessions at the begin- 
ning of the ninth century to the 
loss of the Papal States in 1870. 

The popes claim to be the suc- 
cessors of Christ, “possessing all 

power in Heaven and on earth,” 
but they do not follow His ex- 
ample. Christ said that His King- 
dom was not of this world. (John 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 





18:36) When the people desired] 
to crown Him king, He withdrew 
into the mountain (John 6:15), 
never seeking external glory, but 
always the glory of His heavenly 
Father. 


























Question: While visiting Roman 
Catholic Churches, I noticed the 
symbol of a fish used quite exten. 
sively in religious decorations, 
What does it mean? 

Answer: The use of a fish asa 
Roman Catholic symbol can be 
traced back to the second century, 
It is used to represent Christ, 
Roman Catholic liturgists justify 
its usage on the basis of the Greek 
term for fish: izous. An acrostic 
derived from these five letters 
gives birth to the following Greek 
expression: “INSOUS, XPISTO§ 
OEOU UIOS SOTER—Jesus Christ, 
Son of God, Saviour.” Therefore, 
the Roman Church tells her ad- 
herents that the fish symbol re. 
fers to the deity of Christ and to 
His redemption. 
























Question: In discussing the 
Papacy, my Roman Catholic 
friend stated that only a cardinal 
could be elected Pope. I reminded 
him that in past centuries some 
Roman Catholic laymen have be- 
come popes. He said this was an 
untrue and unproved assertion, 
invented and passed on by bigots, 
Who is correct? 

Answer: Any Roman Catholic 
male subject, per se, whether he 
be a layman, priest, bishop, or 
cardinal, who has attained the 
use of reason, can be elected pope, 
provided, however, he is not 4 
heretic, schismatic, or notorious 
simonist. This is exactly what the 
Roman Church teaches. If a male 
Roman Catholic subject other 
than a cardinal were today chosen 
pope, he would first be quickly 
ordained in the following major 
orders of the Roman Church: 
subdeacon, deacon, priest, and 
bishop. 

It is correct that some Roman 
Catholic laymen have in past cen- 
turies been made pope. Even Ro- 
man Catholic histories record 
these factual instances. To sup- 
port our contention, we cite 
three: Gregory X (1271-1276), 
Honorius IV (1285-1287), and 
Gregory XI (1370-1378). 

































by L. Kessell 


VIRGIN OF 
GUADALUPE 


HERE IS A TENDENCY THESE DAYS, even on the part 


of Evangelical Christians, to feel that the Roman 
Catholic Church is changing its views. The church per- 
mits Bible reading, they say. It fights for the suppressed. 
It is helping to solve labor problems. It is attempting to 
counteract crime and immorality. It is opposed to the 
atheistic tendencies of liberals and communists. 


All these things are true. And we should be thank- 


ful for all influences for good in an age when the forces 
of evil are so powerful. But there is one sphere in which 
the Roman Catholic Church has not changed. It is still 
idolatrous. If anything, it has become more idolatrous 
these last few years, thanks to the new teachings on the 
divine attributes of the Virgin Mary. Those who have 
lived in Latin America and other Roman Catholic 
countries know that the church does not change when it 


[" WAS eleven o’clock one night 

when we, a group of mission- 
aries studying Spanish in Mexico 
City, went to see the annual mid- 
night procession in the church to 
which Juan Diego had belonged. 
Juan was the young Indian said 
to have had visions of the Virgin 
of Guadalupe, Mexico’s patron 
saint, in the 1530s. 

The church is a large barn-like 
structure in one of the poorer dis- 
tricts of the city. At the right, as 
one enters, is a large statue of 
Juan Diego and the Virgin. 

On this particular night, the 
old building was illuminated by a 
few dull electric lights and hun- 
dreds of votive candles placed be- 
fore the statues of saints lining 
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the walls. Pews and aisles were 
filled with Indians preparing for 
the procession. Some had stringed 
instruments resembling guitars, 
others a crude type of drum, still 
others incense-burners. All seem- 
ed to be of the poorest class of In- 
dians, ignorant, ragged and di- 
sheveled. 

As the procession started, the 
Indians began to chant a peculiar, 
monotonous, moaning melody to 
the Virgin of Guadalupe. Some 
seemed to be in an trance, staring 
ecstatically at the statues and pic- 
tures of the Virgin and raising 
their hands as in supplication. 
Others beat their drums or 
strummed their guitars, while 
those carrying incense-burners 


is in complete control. 


swung them back and forth in 
time to the music. 

Up and down the broad aisles 
of the church the procession pro- 
ceeded slowly. Old and young, 
men and women took part. Many 
of the women carried babies who, 
wide awake, watched the blinking 
lights or listened to drums and 
guitars. 

At about one o’clock the parish 
priest entered from the sacristy. 
The music stopped and marchers 
quietly filled the seats. All joined 
in the mass, most of the adults 
having memorized the responses. 
Many of the worshipers left dur- 
ing the mass, as did we. 

Outside were young folks, 
laughing, talking, and shooting 
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|Was Christ... ? 
(Continued from page 8) 


of the Pope to occupy a temporal 
throne as “Father of kings and 
princes, and ruler of the world”? 
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not 
of this world.” (John 18:36) 
“You know that the princes of 
the Gentiles lord it over them: 
..- It shall not be so among you 

..’ (Matthew 20:25, 26) “And 
call none your father upon earth: 
for one is your Father, who is in 
heaven.” (Matthew 23:9) 

Does the Roman Bishop have 
apostolic authority from Peter 
to teach and govern his fellow 
bishops? When Christ commis- 
sioned Peter a pastor of the flock, 
Peter also aspired to supervision 
of his fellow apostles, but when 
he requested an assignment for 
John, Jesus rebuked his presump- 
tion in these words: “What is it 
to thee? Follow thou me.” (John 
21:22) 

At His departure, Christ did 
not say: “I go away. Hear Peter.” 
He said: “I have not left you 
orphans. I will come to you.” 
(John 14:18) “It is expedient 
for you that I go: for if I go not, 
the Paraclete will not come to 
you: .. . But when he, the Spirit 
of truth, is come, he will teach 
you all truth.” (John 16:7, 13) 

Christ did not abdicate His 
authority to an inferior, fallible 
human representative, but con- 
tinues to guide and govern His 
Church in a superior manifesta- 
tion—the ever-present infallible 
Holy Spirit poured out “upon all 
flesh.” (Acts 2:17) If a single, 
solitary human representative of 
God had been expedient, Christ 
Himself could have remained to 
fill that function. 

Is apostolic authority the as- 
sumed power of the Roman Cath- 
dlic priest to transform “bread 
and wine into the body and blood 
of Christ through the words of 
consecration”? Is Christ really 
present in flesh and blood within 
the Monstrance to be worshiped 
by the congregation? Christ 
warned His Church: “If any 
man shall say to you: Lo, here is 
Christ, or there: do not believe 
him. . . . Behold, he is in the 
closets, believe it not. For as 
lightning cometh out of the east, 
and appeareth even into the west, 
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so shall also the coming of the 
Son of Man be.” (Matthew 24: 
23, 27) 

The Jewish Church, like the 
Roman, possessed the mark of 
authority by Christ’s own admis- 
sion. (Matthew 23:3) Neverthe- 
less He said to it: “The kingdom 
of God shall be taken from you, 
and shall be given to a nation 
yielding the fruits thereof.” 
(Matthew 21:43) 


UNHOLY, CATHOLIC, 
AND APOSTATE 


Like her Roman successor, the 
Jewish Church was “One, Holy, 
Catholic, and Apostolic.” She was 
Absolute, Infallible, and Per- 
petual. She was rejected! 

Our Lord designated only two 
marks by which to identify His 
Church from every other. These 
encompass all other characteris- 
tics which the true Church should 
possess. 

The exclusive marks of the 
Church are Fidelity and Char- 
ity. “If you continue in my word, 
you shall be my disciples indeed.” 
(John 8:31) And, “By this shall 
all men know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love one for 
another.” (John 13:35) 

Does the Roman Church pos- 
sess these two marks? She rather 
claims that “the legal precepts in 
the Scripture taught by the Lord 
have ceased by virtue of the same 
authority . . . changed by virtue 
of the authority of the church.” 
(Labbe and Cossart, History of 
the Councils, Vol. 14, col. 1253) 
Furthermore, “History surely 
testifies that the Roman Inquisi- 
tion, if not in express words, at 
least in equivalent terms, has 
sentenced heretics to capital pun- 
ishment, to be inflicted without 
fail by the secular arm, with 
manifold censures lest it fail of 
its duty ...” (Lepicier, De Stabi- 
litate et Progressu Dogmatis, p. 
203, italics ours) 


ROTESTANTISM is no less offen- 

sive, no less “treasonable,” to 
the “official” Church today than 
when Christ came. It is no more 
respectable in a Roman Catholic 
world than it was in the Roman- 
Jewish world. To those who are 
ashamed of the slandered lives of 
some Protestant Reformers, we 


would recall that Christ also was 
called a glutton, a wine-drinker, 
a friend of sinners, insane, a 
blasphemer, and an enemy of the 
state. (Matthew 11:19, Luke 23: 
2, John 10:20, 33) 

The Reformers were not all 
saints, any more than all the 
Apostles were. But they, like the 
Apostles, had seen the “Church” 
through the eyes of Christ and 
could no longer conform to her 
traditions. 

When the children of the Prot- 
estant Reformers disclaim the 
name, are they not again deny- 
ing Christ as Peter did? When 
we compromise with the “offi- 
cial” Church, are we not re- 
betraying Christ as Judas did? 
Tomorrow, will we be found 
weeping bitterly at our coward- 
ice, or pleading in vain for the 
“Church” to rescind the betrayal? 

Jesus Christ is ever a Protes- 
tant! What are we? 

(Note: Scripture quotations are 
from Douay-Rheims translation.) 


Cult of the Cloth 


(Continued from page 15) 


Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die. 
* * * 


“Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy riven side which 
flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure, 

Cleanse me from its guilt and 
power.” 


1The Catholic Encyclopedia (New 
York, 1913), Vol. XIII, p. 508. 


* [bid., p. 510. 


7A. D. Howell Smith, Thou Art 
Peter, (London, 1950), pp. 440, 441. 


*The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 
XIII, p. 290 


*Collectaneum Exemplorum et Mir- 
aculorum, in Bibliotheca Carmelitana 
(Orleans, 1752). I, p. 210. 


*B. Zimmermann, Monumenta His- 
toriae Carmelitanorum (Lerins, 1907), 
Vol. I, pp. 356-63. 


"The Catholic Encyclopedia, loc. cit. 
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Questions that Must Be An- 
swered, by Dr. Clarence W. Kerr 
(Los Angeles, Cowman Publica- 
tions, 1956; 190 pp., $2.50) 


This truly remarkable book, a 
vigorous and trenchant analysis of 
current—though age-old— prob- 
lems, shows clearly its pastoral 
origin and motivation. The ten 
questions that constitute the sub- 
ject matter of the book were de- 
rived from a questionnaire sub- 
mitted to the members of the 
large congregation of which the 
author is pastor. These ten topics 
were selected by the people as be- 
ing the most representative of the 
questions that dwell in their 
minds. Though written in a schol- 
arly manner and in the dignified 
style of the well-known author, 
the book nevertheless succeeds in 
presenting its message in a lan- 
guage understandable to all. 

Questions like those with which 
the book deals are common to thé 
Christian experience and fre- 
quently puzzle those who are try- 
ing to live the victorious life. But 
however commonly’ expressed, 
they would give pause to any seri- 
ous thinker or philosopher or even 
theologian; for it is worth noting 
that even those who can give the 
best answers for someone else 
cannot always succeed in putting 
them to practical application in 
their own lives. Consider the 
scope of the table of contents: 


“How Can I Know the Will of 
God? 

What Is the Bible’s Cure for 
Worry? 

How Cast Our Burdens on the 
Lord? 

Why Do the Righteous Suffer? 

How Can I Have More Moral 
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Courage? 

Why Is 
Necessary ? 

Why Does God Permit So Much 
Evil? 

How Can I Overcome My Bad 
Habits? 

How Can I Know That I Am 
Saved? 

How Can I Improve My Dis- 
position?” 


Persevering Prayer 


In his approach Dr. Kerr does 
not understate the problem. He 
honestly puts the Christian face 
to face with the situation clearly 
stated by Paul in Hebrews 12: 
As “Christians” we are commit- 
ted to a race in the arena of this 
present world. That this is an 
obstacle race Dr. Kerr concedes 
without equivocation. In consider- 
ing, for instance, the problem of 
why the righteous suffer (pp. 65- 
82), he speaks from the paint of 
view of eternity, recognizing the 
fact that suffering in the experi- 
ence of the Christian does not 
separate him from God in this life 
nor jeopardize his eternal reward 
in the next. Rather, suffering is 
permitted by God for chastening, 
cleansing, educating, safeguard- 
ing. 


Coming right to the heart of 
the matter, the author states, 
with utmost simplicity, “We are 
all sinful, and sin brings trouble.” 
If we ask, “But why does God per- 
mit us, who are His own children, 
to suffer?” he reminds us that we 
need also to ask, “Why did Christ 
suffer as He did?” (pp. 77, 78) 
As everything in life is chosen to 
serve His ends, everything is 
planned to reach that great ideal, 
namely the transformation of His 
children into His own holy nature. 


Not in spite of His Father, . 
but because of His Fatherhood ig 
God’s discipline necessary. 


ANOTHER QUESTION of the day 

“Why does God permit so 
much evil?” (pp. 117-134) It is 
a fact that many people are quick 
to blame God for the evil in the 
world who would never think of 
giving Him credit for the good, 
To such—Christian or not—the 
author offers the following quo- 
tation on the power of choice from 
the pen of Dr. Clovis G. Chappell: 
“Were you to face the choice 
whether you should be a man or 
[an oyster, which cannot suffer 
evil or misery], I am sure not a 
single one would choose the lower 
road. The risks that we run are 
very real, but the rewards are not 
negative rewards. They are posi- 
tive. I am willing to have a ca- 
pacity to rise. I am willing to be 
capable of suffering the very 
pangs of hell in order to be capa- 
ble of enjoying the bliss of 
heaven.” 


Dr. Kerr then follows with this 
commentary: “That which makes 
the human being different is god- 
like personality ... Man has free- 
dom of the will. He has the abil- 
ity to make choices, to make de- 
cisions. Evil is permitted that he 
may use that ability and have to 
face doing so. The very constitu- 
tion of life that makes the high- 
est possible for man also makes 
the lowest. That which makes pos- 
sible the thrill of gain, of enjoy- 
ment, must also make possible the 
suffering of loss, of sorrow. Who 
would want to be an animal with 
no godlike potential of attain- 
ment, or a puppet, imprisoned, 
without choice? The greatest glory 
in living results from being a free 
moral agent, subject to good and 
evil forces, and being able and 
forced to choose between and 
among them. This would not be 
true if the problem of evil were 
not with us.” (pp. 124-25) 


Dr. Kerr’s answers belong to a 
province totally different from the 
one in which many two-dimen- 
sional theologians thrive, peddling 
their “smooth” merchandise to 
people having “itching ears.” His 
attitude, both as pastor and as 
theologian, shies away from any 
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: Bering to man’s vanity. He firm- 
‘fy clings to the Truth as it was 
revealed. 

Keenly aware of the tremen- 
dous implications of the reality of 
“original sin,” he sees the folly 
and peril of any attempt to es- 
tablish the “Kingdom of Heaven” 
within history, to reach perfec- 
tion through human efforts with- 
in the historical society and cul- 
ture. He does not give simple 
answers to problems which are 
pot simple, as he well knows that 
the Kingdom of Heaven, though 
extremely relevant to every his- 
torical situation, cannot be re- 
alized in any given historical] set- 
ting. It is this insight that lends 
vigor to the book. 

The significance of the material 
is such that one is led to overlook 
the misleading character of the 
jacket. This is not a book of ques- 
tions and answers: these are ques- 
tions that must be answered—if 
one is to live victoriously and 
understand the complex environ- 
ment into which he has been 
thrust by the sin of his first par- 
ents. But in spite of any regret- 
table first impressions, the book 
can be highly recommended to 
anyone who is after sound doc- 
trine solidly anchored in Biblical 
revelation. 


The Catholic Companion to the 
Bible (An Anthology of Catholic 
Writing on the Bible from St. 
Jerome to Jacques Maritain), ed- 
ited by Ralph L. Woods. Impri- 
matur: Most Reverend Thomas A. 
Boland, S.T.D., Archbishop of 


Newark. (J. B. Lippincott Co., 
1956; 313 pp., $3.95) 


The present collection of in- 
spirational and critical essays, 
written on Scriptural subjects by 
Roman Catholic authors of all 
ages and countries, is a book with 
a thesis. Title, blurb, and intro- 
duction all reveal the principle 
that has guided the editor in the 
choosing of authors and passages. 
As the Catholic Bishop of Wor- 
cester, John J. Wright, states in 
his laudatory foreword, the selec- 
tions have been “brought together 
to emphasize the extent to which 
the Bible is itself a Catholic 
book.” (p. 19) 

This assumption that the Bible 
is “a book” and not “the book” is 
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further explained by the bishop: 
“Together with Tradition, in the 
special sense understood by the 
Church, the Bible is the source of 
the Catholic faith.” (p. 19) Con- 
sequently, the bishop’s ensuing 
plea of Scriptural devotion on the 
part of the church he represents 
leaves us rather cold: 


“People generally, including 
many Catholics, sometimes fail to 
appreciate the degree to which 
the Bible is a Catholic book and 
the measure of authentic Catho- 
lic love for the Bible. The fact 
that Catholics are frequently less 
articulate about their love for the 
Bible than are other Christian 
peoples, has been explained in 
terms of a certain neglect of the 
Scriptures on the part of Catho- 
lics. One wonders if a more ac- 
curate explanation would not be 
the presence among Catholics of 
an awe, reverential and profound, 
which makes them feel humble in 
the presence of this mighty com- 
pendium of divine revelations and 
sacred mysteries.” (p. 20) 


If this reverential and pro- 
found awe were recognized as a 
taboo, one could come much closer 
to the factual reality of the Ro- 
man Catholic attitude toward the 
Holy Writ. 

The anthology is composed of 
three parts. The first section 
serves as a sort of general intro- 
duction to the following two, 
which deal ex professo with spe- 
cific topics of the Old and New 
Testament. This first part is also 
most challenging to us, for it 
touches subjects such as “The 
Fallacy That Luther Found the 
Bible and Gave It to the People 
for the First Time in Their Own 
Language” by J. M. Lenhart, 
O.F.M.Cap., or “The Folly of Pri- 
vate Interpretation” by Cardinal 
Gibbons. 

As we open the book, at the 
very beginning of the first part, 
we are greeted with an authori- 
tative “Counsel for Bible Read- 
ing” by Bede Jarrett, O. P. The 
title of the essay is rather mis- 
leading, because it could have 
been phrased more aptly as 
“Warning on Bible Reading.” 
The premise of that “counsel” is 
the alleged fact that “it is obvious 
that there are many passages, in- 
deed whole chapters [of the Bi- 


ble], that seem to have nothing to 
say that is likely to be at all help- 
ful to us . . . Solidly to read 
through the whole text would not 
be conducive to much profit, and 
since the Scriptures were written 
for our instruction, it would be 
foolish to continue what experi- 
ence tells us will give us no bene- 
fit. For the majority, therefore, 
it will be the New Testament 
which is the most frequently and 
hopefully used .. .” (pp. 23, 24) 

In line with this discriminatory 
premise, Jarrett advises that one 
skip the details and stick to the 
general lines of Biblical teaching. 
Says he; “I must study carefully, 
if I really wish to make the Bible 
my own; not, indeed, in detail, 
but the main lines of the [sacred] 
writer’s intentions, what he chief- 
ly wishes to prove or to empha- 
size. This must precede my medi- 
tation, if my meditation is to be 
intelligent.” (p. 24) 

This premise sounds rather dif- 
ferent from the Lord’s imperative 
“Search the Scriptures” and can 
hardly be reconciled with what 
Paul states in Romans 15:4: “For 
whatsoever things are written 
aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through pa- 
tience and comfort of the Scrip- 
tures might have hope.” 


N “The Fallacy That Luther 

Found the Bible and Gave It 
to the People for the First Time 
in Their Own Language,” the edi- 
tor tries to put a few statistical 
excerpts to work for his cause. 
However, even the author of one 
of the three excerpts used has to 
state with cautious qualifications 
that “several successive popes. . . 
regarded it as a duty to take some 
precautions, not, indeed, to for- 
bid the reading of the Scripture— 
remember this and proclaim it 
aloud—but to limit it among the 
faithful.” (p. 76) Such a thesis 
is a gem of understatement. 

A famed Jesuit controversialist, 
Cardinal Bellarmino, whom Pope 
Pius XI commended, made clear 
the position of his church when 
he flatly stated that the Bible is 
not for the people to read. If this 
should not suffice, one has just to 
take a glance at an official docu- 
ment of the Vatican, the fourth 
rule of the Index of Prohibited 
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Books. This fourth point of the 
Index reads as follows: 

“Since it is manifest by experi- 
ence that if the Bible in the vul- 
gar tongue be suffered to be read 
everywhere without distinction, 
and more evil than good arises, 
let the judgment of the bishop or 
inquisitor be abided by so that 
after consulting the parish priest 
or the confessor they may grant 
permission to read translations of 
the Scriptures, made by Catholic 
writers, to those whom they con- 
sider are able to receive no harm; 
but permission must be given in 
writing. But whosoever shall pre- 
sume to read the Bible, or have it 
in possession, without such writ- 
ten permission, shall not receive 
absolution of their sins, unless 
they have first given up their Bi- 
bles. Booksellers who shall sell or 
furnish Bibles in the vulgar 
tongue to anyone who has no 
written license, shall forfeit the 
price of the books, and shall be 
otherwise punished at the pleas- 
sure of the Bishop.” 

If the Catholic author calls 
these mere “precautions,” he must 
think that the Bible is a very 
harmful drug! Last, but not least, 
Pope Leo XII in the Encyclical of 
May 3, 1824, prompted the hier- 
archy to keep laymen away from 
“these poisonous pastures.” 

CLEAR example of how to 


A muddle an issue is the essay 
by Hugh Pope, O.P., under the 
title of “Source of the Church’s 
Authority Concerning Scripture.” 
Pope claims that the Bible is the 
charter of the Church, using the 
word “Church” as synonymous 
with “Catholic Church.” He tries 
to prove his assertion in the fol- 
lowing way: 

“For if you question the 
Church’s claim, she refers you to 
the Bible as an historical fact— 
not as historically true, for that 
is a wholly different matter. If 
you tell the Church that you find 
it hard to accept the Bible as his- 
torically true, she will tell you to 
settle the question for yourself. 
But, she will add, once you accept 
the Bible—at any rate in its main 
features—once you accept the 
‘fact’ of Prophecy and its culmi- 
nation in Jesus, ... then you must 
also accept me as His Divinely ap- 
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pointed means for preserving and 
interpreting His teaching for the 
world to the end of time, as being 
‘the body of Christ,’ ‘the pillar 
and ground of truth.’” (pp. 67, 
68) “Briefly, then, we prove the 
infallibility of the Church from 
the Bible as an historical fact in 
the world’s history ; we accept the 
inspiration of the Bible on the 
authority of that infallible 
church.” (p. 67) In spite of the 
author’s denials, we still think 
that a “vicious circle” is only too 
evident. 

In “The Folly of Private Inter- 
pretation,” James Cardinal Gib- 
bons takes his move from the tra- 
ditional Jewish custom regarding 
Biblical interpretation. Empha- 
sizing the function of High Priest 
and Sanhedrim to rule as a Su- 
preme Court in the matters of 
Biblical disputes, the Cardinal 
(quoting also from Deuteronomy) 
concludes by stating that “God 
does not refer the Jews for settle- 
ment of their controversies to the 
letter of the law, but to the living 
authority of the ecclesiastical tri- 
bunal which He had expressly es- 
tablished for that purpose.” (p. 
103) 

Then the Cardinal passes to a 
consideration of the attitude of 
Jesus toward those Jewish insti- 
tutions. Very strangely indeed, 
while triumphantly quoting from 
Matthew 23:23 (which he inter- 
prets as a blanket endorsement of 
all the dicta of the Scribes and 
Pharisees), the good Cardinal dis- 
regards altogether Matthew 15:3- 
9, as well as Mark 7:7-13, in 
which the Lord showed uncom- 
promisingly the antithesis be- 
tween the encroachments of tra- 
dition and the Word. 

On the other hand, since a tes- 
timony such as that in John 5:39 
(“Search the Scriptures, etc.’’) 
could not be tacitly disposed of, 
Cardinal Gibbons tries to dodge 
Christ’s powerful indictment of 
Scriptural infidelity on the part 
of the higher Jewish institutions 
by blandly translating the Greek 
imperative tense into the English 
indicative tense. (“Ye search the 
Scriptures, etc.”) Gibbons finds 
justification for his peregrine and 
partisan interpretation in the 
opinions “of many learned com- 
mentators, ancient and modern” 
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who “express the verb in the im 
dicative mood”—which is just on 
way of throwing water on strong 
wine. 3 


Ee 


“Jesus Himself never wrote a ling 


of Scripture. He never once com § 


manded His Apostles to write 4 
word ... When He sends them on 


their Apostolic errand, He says: fi 


‘Go teach all nations.’ ‘Preach the 
Gospel to every creature.’ 


(p. 105) This being true, why 


does the Cardinal forget to add fy 


crystallization of that very Apos- 


tolic preaching, and the spiritual fi 


testament of those whom the 


Lord commanded to go forth and } 


Preach? 


DEFEND his thesis still fun § 
ther, the Cardinal adds that & 


‘He hi 
that heareth you heareth Me.’” bf i 


Pitifully confident of having pis 


won his thesis, he proceeds to put 
onical fire. 


the Reformers conclusively show 


Triumphantly he It 
pleads: “Does not the conduct of }f 


the utter folly of interpreting the jinn 
Scriptures by private judgment? fhear 
... The sons of Noe attempted in whe 


their pride to ascend to heaven 
by the private interpretation of 
the Bible, And their efforts led to 
the confusion and multiplication 
of religions.” (pp. 105, 106) 
The Cardinal will allow us to 
differ about the conduct of the 
early Reformers, who were con- 
pletely justified in putting the 
Bible open in the hands of people. 
The Reformers proved to be right 
in their efforts to restore Chris- 
tianity to its gravitational center, 
which is Jesus Christ alone. The 
proof that they were right in 
their diagnosis of “Roman mala- 
die” is the fact that since the 
Reformation days the Church of 
Rome has departed even further 
from the standards of early 
Christianity by adding to her pan- 
theon more and more human arti- 
facts in the similitude of God. 
Should this process of increasing 
cleavage from Scriptural grounds 
go on indefinitely, Catholicism 
will have scarcely anything left to 
remind us of its early origin, 
much less of pristine Christianity. 
We must concede that not all 
the essays collected in this anthol- 


Y 


ogy are slanted by the precon §. 





tions of a fixed church line. It 


with great joy, indeed, that one 
ads the forceful and imagina- 


» commentaries to this or that 


‘Keriptural passage by the early 
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ers of the Church. For in- 
ance, the classically neat phrase- 
ry of Augustine (who equates 

he Scripture with a “two-edged 
word,” one edge in time and an- 
her edge projecting itself into 
dernity) or the authoritative 
ords of Justin Martyr or Theo- 
wilus of Antioch in the matter 

f inspiration of Scripture—all 

» gems that the centuries gone 
w have failed to dim. 

The words of Ambrose (ca. 
390) especially should prove to 
have a sobering effect on those 

no, like the Roman hierarchy, 
ty to take the open Bible away 
fom the people. The saintly 
bishop of Milan, who wrote at a 
ime when Rome was just a little 
magus without political impor- 
ance, incisively says: “As in 

adise, God walks in the Holy 
Scriptures, seeking man. When a 
sinner reads these Scriptures, he 
hears God’s voice saying, ‘Adam, 
where art thou?’”(p. 28) Evi- 


dently Ambrose did not think that 
God needed in his “walks through 
Paradise” to be chaperoned by an 
“infallible Church.” Would Car- 
dinal Gibbons dare to accuse Am- 
brose of being a Luther ante ver- 
bum? 


Ver INSPIRING also is a pas- 
sage quoted from Jacques 
Maritain, with which the antholo- 
gy closes. Speaking of the Scrip- 
tural premises of our contempo- 
rary historical reality, he says: 


“In the very realm of spiritual 
life the message of the Gospel has 
revealed that the person is called 
to perfect freedom of those who 
have become a single spirit and 
love with God; but in the realm 
of temporal life the repercussions 
of the Gospel’s message were to 
stimulate the natural aspirations 
of the person to liberation from 
misery, servitude, and exploita- 
tion of man by man. When you 
know that we are all made for 
blessedness, death no longer holds 
any terror; but you cannot be- 
come resigned to the oppression 
and enslavement of your brothers, 


and you aspire for the earthly 
life of humanity, to a state of 
emancipation consonant with the 
dignity of this life.” (p. 305) 


The winged words of the 
French philosopher, representa- 
tive as they are of the cultured 
Catholic laity, should prompt oth- 
er less learned brother Catholics 
to appreciate and treasure that 
Biblical heritage which is at the 
very source of our Western civili- 
zation. Our objections to Catholi- 
cism stem largely from the di- 
vorce of the Roman Church from 
Biblical truth. 


The book as a whole is com- 
mendable because it represents a 
rather striking exception to the 
century-long policy of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy to keep Catho- 
lics away from “the poisoned pas- 
tures” of the Bible. The effect of 
Ralph L. Wood’s anthology (re- 
gardless of all the erroneous 
points of view expressed by the 
different authors) should serve to 
revive among Catholic laymen an 
interest in Bible reading. In this 
prospect resides the chief value of 
the book. 
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Founding Fathers 


Dear Dr. Montajfio: 

The following authentic histor- 
ical facts not generally known 
(for obvious reasons) by Roman 
Catholics in this country may be 
of interest to your readers: 

Out of 56 signers of the Decla- 
ration of Independence, 55 were 
Protestants and one Catholic: 

34 were Episcopalians 
13 were Congregationalists 
6 were Presbyterians 
1 was a Baptist 
1 was a Quaker 
1 was a Roman Catholic 

The Boston Tea Party was 
formed by the Saint Andrews 
Masonic Lodge, headed by Paul 
Revere. 

All Governors of the Thirteen 
Original States were Protestants. 

Out of the 29 Major Generals 
in Washington’s Army, 20 were 
Masons. 

Out of over 60 Brigadier 
Generals in Washington’s Army, 
all were Protestants except one, 
who was a Roman Catholic. 


F. M. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Favoritism 


Dear Dr. Montajfio: 


[You may be interested in the 
situation regarding the direction 
of travel of the mail carrier from 
the New Carlisle, Indiana, post 
office and the location of homes 
and mailboxes on rural route +1 
which he services. } 

By looking up the postal regu- 
lations regarding the location of 
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rural mail boxes it will be found 
that the regulations state the 
boxes shall be placed on the right- 
hand side of the road in the direc- 
tion of travel of the mailman. 

... In LaSalle Road . . . there 
are homes on both sides of the 
road, but the patrons are re- 
quired to place their boxes on the 
north side of the road. 

However, . . . an exception has 
been made in the case of the Cath- 
olic priest. 


Regardless of any excuse in- 


‘vented by the mail carrier or the 


postmaster, this is nothing more 
than pure, unadulterated favorit- 
ism, and I believe such instances 
as this should be publicized as 
much as possible... 


Vireit. McCLaAIN 
South Bend, Indiana 


CARE and Catholies 


Dear Dr. Montajio: 


The enclosed correspondence is 
self-explanatory. We thought you 
might want to see the response 
we received from CARE ... [See 
March 1956 editorial, “Taxation 
Without Representation.”’] 


A. DYKSTRA 
Chicago, Illinois 


CARE 
New York, N. Y. 
Gentlemen: 


We have been informed of 
something which has aroused our 
indignation. 

Your records will indicate that 
we have contributed quite regu- 
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Views and opinions expressed in 
department do not necessarily repp 
sent the view-point of this Magazim& 


ah 4 


larly for CARE packages to} 
sent abroad, also for package 
which are undesignated as to po 
sible recipients, without discrig 
nation. “ 
We now learn that in Italy, 

also in. Peru, these undesignat 
CARE packages are given to R 
man Catholics only and are rep 
sented as having been generoug 
donated by the Roman Catholigt 


i 


ae ‘Yo 


¢ 
on 


nol 
:.% 


pre 
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bishops and clergy, which is gpez 


base falsehood. In Italy a poo 
Protestant minister, who ha 
very happily received a packs 
had it rudely snatched from hing 
when someone shouted he was ng 
a Roman Catholic. 

It had been our thought 
CARE was a reputable org 
zation, without bias or discrir 


nation, but we were much dish; 


appointed when we learned of f 
above, which came from a 
able source... 

A. Dykst 


Dear Mr. Dykstra: 
We deeply appreciate your ke 


ter of March 28th, since CARBy: 


distributions are made on t 
basis of need alone, without q 
fication as to religion, politic 
belief, etc. 


If there has been any deviati 


from this policy, we are m@ | 


anxious to have a full investig 
tion made. 


I wonder if we might reque 
that you have the person who 
ported this matter to you send 
full details. We shall be happy 1 
merely to investigate, but to sei 
a full report to him and to you. 

Of course, in Roman Catholi 
countries, the majority of dis re 
butions are made to Catholic 
and in Protestant nations, # 


larger part are made to Protemptc 


tants. Similarly, in Israel, i 
majority of distributions go 
Arabs and Jews. f 


CARE was formed and is cotf. 


trolled by the charitable orgamh 
zations listed at the bottom @ 
this page, and it is their intent 
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distributions be made on the 
“asis of need alone. 
™ You will note, by the way, that 
s do not at present number 
"Bmong our member agencies any 
seimarily Catholic organization, 


“Bthough several are Protestant. 


. his is not to mean that we would 
| welcome a Catholic agency, 
it is CARE’s desire to 
present every faith in our na- 
mal life... 

FRANKLIN IRVING, Director 

Service Division 

y York, N. Y. 


whe Mirage of Lourdes 


Dr. Montano: 


In view of some recent happen- 
gs in our own community, your 
ficle on Lourdes in the Febru- 
y issue was of great interest to 
. One of our prominent citi- 
ms, a Protestant, is now at 
purdes. She has cancer. She 


tad the Cranston book and with 
influence of Roman Catholic 
friends undertook the trip, ar- 
aged by the Roman Catholic so- 
ety. The whole matter was put 
nthe front page of several edi- 
“tions of the local papers. Various 


rganizations entered into the 
roject, Rotarians, Chamber of 
ommerce, etc., and the Methodist 


Sfhurch held a twenty-four-hour 


ual 


tie 


tig 


mi 
ti 
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gil of continuous prayer. It was 
great piece of publicity. 
l appreciate the various points 
tu made in your article. Again 
found your weakness to be in 
e Scriptural treatment of the 
estion. The miracle of the Bible, 
idence shows, was used only as 
sign to the nation of Israel. It 
s given to them at the time of 
heir deliverance from Egypt. It 
s the evidence used by Moses 
prove that he had been sent 
rom God. To me that is the only 
rong answer to this sort of mis- 
presentation. When we as Prot- 
ants wake up to the realization 
mat we are following the errors 
Rome, not Biblical teaching, in 
eepting the doctrine that the 
thurch” of Acts is the church of 
dispensation, we will have 
tapons equal to the battle. Un- 


wi then Rome is always sure to 


WUNE, 


several jumps ahead of us. 


(Mrs.) HELEN P. BRowN 
nsas City, Kansas 
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. or substitution of “must” 


Binding and Leosing 
Dear Sir: 


The exegesis of Matt. 16:19 and 
18:18 by Charles B. Williams in 
“Open Forum,” March 1956, in- 
trigues me. Doing a little inter- 
polation of my own I sense that 
Dr. Walter L. Jantz, who quotes 
Williams’ translation, is caught 
in that dilemma of trying to deny 
the power of absolution (and con- 
demnation) as the exclusive right 
of the Romanist clergy and at the 
same time refrain from doing 
violence to simple, plain Scrip- 
ture. He senses some error in the 
Roman theology but can’t com- 
pletely escape the plain implica- 
tion of the words of Scripture. 
His exegetical translation is there- 
fore obviously tendentious and 
prejudicial. 

Nestle’s 18th Edition reads 
“estai dedemenon” and “dede- 
mena.” The construction is that 
of a predicate nominative sen- 
tence, these two words being the 
copula einai and the attributive 
participle used as an adjective. 
The only meaning can be “shall 
be bound.” The verb form is estai, 
a simple future. The perfect tense 
is involved only in the adjectival 
meaning of the participle—a 
state or condition which tran- 
spired in the past and continues 
into the present. Our AV and 
RSV cannot be improved on. The 
meaning is that when a Christian 
absolves or condemns, the situ- 
ation bears God’s full endorse- 
ment. 

Williams and Jantz and the 
others, none of whom are familiar 
to me, are definitely guilty of vio- 
lating Scripture in their addition 
for 
“shall.” Jesus and the Spirit- 
inspired Matthew certainly knew 
enough Aramaic and Greek to 
select a word that means “must,” 
if that is what they wanted to 
say. Along this same line deo 
means “to bind” and not “to for- 
bid” while luo denotes loosing, 
dissolving, separating and not 
“permitting.” This forced exege- 
sis, substituting words of the 
exegete for the words of the text 
is not only not to be recommended 
but is even interdicted by a divine 
anathema. 

Still further, the old standard 
Gospel for the First Sunday after 


Easter contains a parallel pas- 
sage, John 20:21-23. Here the 
doctrine of the Office of the Keys 
is so plainly stated that I don’t 
see how the most rabid dissenter 
can avoid the plain meaning. For 
here we have the word aphiaymi 
whieh plainly means “to forgive,” 
thus providing Scripture’s own 
interpretation of the two Mat- 
thean passages. In all three pas- 
sages Jesus states a simple decla- 
ration of fact. When a Christian 
—any Christian, cleric or layman 
—pronounces absolution or con- 
demnation in accord with the 
facts of Gospel and Law, repen- 
tance and faith, or impenitence 
and unbelief, the result and effect 
are exactly what the words im- 
ply : forgiveness or condemnation. 
It is true that “no one can forgive 
sins but God only” in His own 
name and by His own right. But 
in John 20:21, Mark 16:5-16, and 
Matthew 28:18, 19, Jesus dele- 
gates that authority to His dis- 
ciples with the Great Commission. 
Indeed, how else would the bene- 
fits of objective justification won 
on Calvary be communicated or 
imparted to individual sinners 
without some such connection as 
the preaching, teaching, mission- 
ary, absolving function of the 
Church? 

By all fair means let’s combat 
the Romanist limitation of this 
work to its clergy. But let’s not 
oppose one erroneous extreme by 
going to another equally errone- 
ous extreme and denying this 
function absolutely. That offers 
only a choice between tweedle-dee 
and tweedle-dum. Let’s stay with 
Scripture and its doctrine of the 
priesthood of all believers, con- 
fessing our faults to one another 
and forgiving one another, even 
as we promise in the fifth petition 
of the prayer Jesus taught us. 


Kari F. BREEHNE, pastor 


Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Greenville, Illinois 


STOP SMOKING! 
BANISH THE CRAVING FOR TOBACCO! 


The easily applied method explained in “THE 
SMOKING HABIT” by Wodehouse will enable 
you to quickly and positively rid yourself ef the 
To Habit. Read this book through. You'll 
enjoy it, and if you don’t give up smoking, you 
get your money back and no questions asked. 

‘ostpaid only $1.00. 

NEW LIFE 


Dept CO-66 Rowan, lowa 
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G. O’Vanney, 


Roman Catholic columnist: “As 
never before in history, the need 
for an authoritative dogmatic 
and moral guide for men is 
shown in our own age when all 
types of authority are scorned 
and disregarded. 

“The process that began with 
the breakdown of Church author- 
ity in the Protestant revolt, often 
miscalled the Reformation, has 
reached its logical conclusions in 
our times. There has been a 
breakdown of political authority 
until tyranny reigns in the gov- 
ernment of Communism... 

“Only in the reunion of all 
peoples with Rome as the infal- 
lible authority in matters of faith 
and morals will the modern 
trend towards anarchy be re- 
versed.” (North Carolina Catho- 
lic, Feb. 3, 1956) 


Alban Fruth, 0.S.B. 


“It sometimes happens that in 
articles, sermons, and lectures 
priests go out of their way to 
point up the blasphemies, vices, 
sins, and intemperate speech of 
the founders and leaders of the 
various religious denominations. 
Whether such a policy accom- 
plishes any good or proves the 
rightness or wrongness of a 
cause, is difficult to see. Is such a 
procedure wise; does it constitute 
a fair and solid argument? Of all 
the charges leveled against our 
opponents none stirs up such deep 
resentment as that of pointing 
up the wickedness of their 
founders and ministers. Those 
who make such accusations lay 
themselves open to embarrassing 
rejoinders. 

“It is said that Luther was a 
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wicked man—so what? If that is 
proved—and it is not difficult to 
do so—what can be concluded 
validly from that fact? That 
none of his teachings are sound 
or that he has no right to exer- 
cise the authority with which the 
people invested him? If we main- 
tain such a position we leave 
homebase dangerously exposed. 

“We have had unworthy and 
wicked men in the highest posi- 
tions in the Church, who main- 
tained perfect orthodoxy in their 
teachings and a quasi measure of 
discipline over their subjects. 
Even the emperor Charlemagne 
called Bishops and priests to or- 
der as to their immoral lives and 
instituted urgently needed church 
reforms in spite of the fact that 
he could well have started with 
reforming his own private life. 
Christ said of the corrupt Phari- 
sees : ‘What they say, do ye; what 
they do, do ye not.’ If, however, 
it is to be established that a man, 
however good or bad he be, has 
not the required authority to 
start a church, a different tack 
must be used. 

“For nearly all the sins and 
vices found in Luther’s troubled 
life, parallels can be found in the 
lives of some of the shepherds 
and sheep of the Catholic Church 
in the course of its long history. 
The Index Librorum Prohibito- 
rum furnishes an ample list of 
heretical, blasphemous and las- 
civious writings composed often 
enough by Catholic clergymen 
and church dignitaries ranging 
from the Facetiae Bacchi et 
Veneris of a papal secretary to 
books of superstitious practices 
written (in his weaker moments) 
by a canonized saint. As for 
starting wars or ruthlessly ex- 
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terminating people, Caesar 
dinal Borgia and Cardinal R 
lieu among others can se 
examples. As for tolerati 
approving sins against the h 
ness of matrimony (in partic 
cases), the life of Lucretia 
gia will yield instances of 
too. As for immoral living am 
the clergy, some of the 
have spoken against it in aln 
as intemperate a tone as Lu 
himself did. : 
“The fact that wickednes 
found so often in high place 
the Catholic Church is used 
us as an argument to show 
no force within or without 
Church can destroy this dij 
institution. It is not good 
to use the same argument to 
dicate that the various relig 
sects do not have a divine che 
ter. ; 
“It is difficult to see just v 
purpose is served by dishing 
to the public the ‘delicacies’ f 
fell from Luther’s table... . 
this no inference should be dra 
that research on this sub 
should cease, but it is jus 
well that the volumes resul 
from such efforts be confine 
dusty library shelves, and if 
pages of such books should 
main uncut, so much the bet 
How many of us would ca 
have our conversations and | 
ters trotted out before the pub 
“Sometimes the charge is m 
that Luther left the Church 
cause of his difficulties with k 
ing the Sixth Commandm 
This is not so easy to prove 
married only five years after 
break with Rome, and no ¢ 
temporary opponent of his 
much of a case of this charge 
“It is easier to refute fi 
hoods, distortions, and trunce: 
truths than satisfactorily to 
plain to people of weak faith 
hostile attitudes the unsav 
embarrassing, and dama 
truths of our long history . . « 
“It is true that Christ © 
nounced the Pharisees 
Scribes to their faces, but in” 
present case the circumsta 
are different—Christ was ab 
say: ‘Which of you can cor 
me of sin?’ Christ advised J 
and John to spare the thu 
and lightning. Let’s not rock 
boat!” (The Priest, April, 1$ 
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